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Grand Opening 


Health Fair 


Saturday; June 5/10 a.m* - 3 p*m* 

Harambee Wellness Center • 1515 East 52nd Place 

Chicago's Hyde Park neighborhood (adjacent to Harper Court) 


Free Services 

• Blood Pressure Screenings 

• Chiropractic Assessments 

• Cholesterol Screenings 

• Glucose Screenings 

• HIV Testing & Counseling 

• Massage Therapy 

• Nutrition Counseling 

• Osteoporosis Education 

Please call for information, 773.752,7867 



of Howard Brown Health Center 


This ad was made possible by a grant from DuPont Pharmaceuticals Company, a division of 
DuPont Life Science Enterprises and through Illinois General Revenue funding administered by 
the Office of Women's Health, Illinois Department of Public Health. 
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TOP: April Sinclair is profiled on page 20, 
and discusses her new book— and film 
offers. Photo by Tracy Baim. BELOW: Byron 
Stewart camps it up for A Real Read and 
Bailiwick in a pride series play. See page 11. 
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Editorial 

by LaJaunessee Jordan 

Pride, Pride bo bide banana fanna 
fo fide. 

Are you out or on a banana peel 
trying to hide? 

Have a seat. Relax. Lend me your 
ear a while. 

Welcome to Pride '99 La Jaunessee 
style. 

I was strolling through the last year and savoring the fun. 
Although the events of life have kept me on the run. 

I'm now able to attend Affinity's 40 Plus group. 

It ain't your grandmother's old fashioned chicken soup. 

I was big briggette as C.C. brought to life the bull-jean stories. 
With our cast and crew, sharon bridgforth had no worries. 

I accepted Chicago Assn, of Black Journalists award to a gay 
brother. 

Sanford Gaylord then, from GCC, accepted another. 

I met The Truth That Never Hurts author here in the city. 
Besides being an activist, writer and BLACKlines friend, 
Barbara Smith is pretty. 

Jamoceo & John brought Black lesbian comic Karen Williams 
our way. 

She helped us remember but forget racism & homophobia & 
helped us survive the day. 

I did poetry here, comedy there, and speaking at this or that 
event. 

Marjorie Hill returned our way. Of course she was heaven 
sent. 

I attended the LCCP cruise and Coming Out Against Cancer. 
Lesbian Community Cancer Project for many womyn has 
been the answer. 

If you helped with our Adopt A Family you should be glow- 
ing with pride. 

Your hard work and contributions should add a little strut to 



It happens in Our Community , too. 


Support Group for lesbians who 
experience abuse from their partners. 


Call Daphne at the Women’s 
Program: 773/847-4417 


r TIA/Chicago 

V_CONNECT10NS 

A MfAATLAND ALLIANCE PAEXNI1 

North and South side locations available 


your stride. 

A Real Read was featured on In The Life — national t.v. 

Many of them are associated with BLACKlines, you see. 

The whisperer and Englishman from abroad brought us 
Black Pearls. 

Sukie de la Croix tells our history from the fellas and the 
girls. 

Womyn of all Colors /Cultures Together turned five this year. 

There you can fill your stomach, share your self and be you 
without fear. 

The Womon of the Decade, Jackie Anderson is the best. 

If she gathered everyone she knows, it would be a womyn's 
fest. 

Chris Smith worked hard to put Affinity on the map. 

They bring literary programs, events and groups where you 
can rap. 

Renae Ogletree — what a womon! What a name! 

I hope about me, she says the same. 

I live the life I love and love the life I live. 

I work at making people's lives a little better. I try to give. 

Let's laugh, live, learn, since another year has come our way. 

Although no iambic pentameter, hope you appreciate what I 
say. 

Harambee Wellness 
Center's 'Pride' in Hyde Park 

Howard Brown Health Center's new Harambee Wellness 
Center will celebrate gay and lesbian pride month with a 
grand opening party and health fair. The festivities will be 
Saturday, June 5, 1515 East 52nd Place in Hyde Park. The 
fair is free and open to the public. 

At 11 a.m., Mary Morten, Mayor Daley's liaison to the 
lesbigay community, will cut the ribbon to celebrate the 
opening. From 10 a.m.-3 p.m., the center will offer free 
health screenings, including blood pressure, hemoglobin, 
blood sugar, cholesterol, and anonymous HIV testing, and 
health education for osteoporosis, domestic violence and 
HIV/STD and cancer. Call (773) 752-7867. 


Rev. Monroe 


on 'In The Life' B 


Rev. Irene Monroe, one of |H 


America's most outspo- BMlB 

if f , ^ 

ken African-American 

| bB 

lesbians, is interviewed 

B: . v BBT 

for the June Pride edition 

(L 

of the nationally syndicat-B 


ed lesbigay TV show In 

lli t|§ 

The Life. The program 

... -v 

airs on Chicago's WTTW- 


Channel 11 Wed., June 16, B 


11 p.m., (773) 583-5000. fl 


The show also looks at RJ|§| 


the life of Judy Garland jyi® 


and how she influenced 


the modern gay-rights 


movement. 
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Once Daily 

SUSTIVA 

efavirenz 


SUSTIVA™ is the first HIV drug approved 
to be taken once-a-day as part of your combination 
therapy. Just take three 200 mg capsules together once daily, with 
or without food; high fat meals should be avoided. Your doctor may 
suggest taking SUSTIVA at bedtime to reduce any side effects you 
may experience. 

SUSTIVA, an NNRTI\ must be used 
in combination with other HIV drugs. 

SUSTIVA is tough on HIV. It reduces the 
amount of virus in your blood and increases the 
number of CD4 cells. SUSTIVA can even be used 
in young children, 3 years of age or older. This 

is based on results from controlled clinical trials 

at 24 weeks. Presently, there are no results from 

controlled clinical trials showing the long-term effects of SUSTIVA. 

SUSTIVA has manageable side effects. Most side effects 
are mild to moderate and can be managed. The most significant 
side effects associated with SUSTIVA therapy have been nervous 
system symptoms (dizziness, trouble sleeping, drowsiness, trouble 
concentrating and/or abnormal dreams) and rash. These usually 
subside within the first two to four weeks of treatment. In a small 
number of patients, rash may be serious. Taking SUSTIVA at bedtime 
may help make nervous system symptoms less noticeable. 


Now listed among 
preferred anti-HIV 
drugs in government 
guidelines. 1 


Pregnancy should be avoided in women receiving SUSTIVA because 
birth defects have been seen in primates dosed with SUSTIVA. 
Barrier contraception should always be used in combination with 
other methods of contraception. 

Talk to your doctor when you start taking SUSTIVA. 

SUSTIVA may change the effect of other medicines 
(including ones for HIV). Always tell your doctor if 
you are taking, starting or changing any prescription 
or non-prescription medicine when taking SUSTIVA. 
Your doctor may change your medicines or change 
their dose. You should discuss your prior medical 
conditions (such as mental illness, substance 
abuse, hepatitis, etc.) with your doctor before 
taking SUSTIVA. 

We know that coping with HIV is difficult enough. Your treatment 
doesn’t have to be. Ask your doctor about SUSTIVA. For more 
important information see the next page for Patient Information 
about SUSTIVA. 


FOR HIV 


Finally, a once daily medication to treat HIV. 

SUSTIVA. It’s about time. 

www.sustiva.com 


*NNRTI - non-nucleoside reverse transcriptase inhibitor. 

For more information on SUSTIVA, call I -800-4PHARMA or visit our website at http://www.sustiva.com 
For more information on the updated DHHS Guidelines, a PDF file of the guidelines is available 
at http://www.hivatis.org 


I . Guidelines for the Use of Antiretroviral Agents in HIV-Infected Adults and Adolescents. Panel on Clinical Practices 
for Treatment of HIV infection, Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS), December 1998. 
SUSTIVA™ and the SUNBURST LOGO are trademarks of DuPont Pharmaceuticals Company. 
Copyright © 1 999 DuPont Pharmaceuticals Company ^ f - r = ?iTriv 

r "■ 1 nnuTx DuPont Pharmaceuticals 
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SUSTIVA™ (efavirenz) capsules 

Patient Information about SUSTIVA* 

(sus-TEE-vah) 

for HIV (Human Immunodeficiency Virus) Infection 
Generic name: efavirenz (eh-FAH-vih-rehnz) 


Please read this information before you start taking SUSTIVA. Read it again each time you refill your 
prescription, in case there is any new information. Don’t treat this'leaflet as your only source of information 
about SUSTIVA. Always discuss SUSTIVA with your doctor when you start taking your medicine and 
at every visit. You should remain under a doctor’s care when using SUSTIVA. You should not change 
or stop treatment without first talking to your doctor. 

What is SUSTIVA? 

SUSTIVA is a medicine used to help treat HIV, the virus that causes AIDS (acquired immune 
deficiency syndrome). SUSTIVA is a type of HIV drug called a “non-nucleoside reverse transcriptase 
inhibitor" (NNRTI). 

How does SUSTIVA work? 

SUSTIVA works by lowering the amount of HIV in the blood (called “viral load"). SUSTIVA must 
be taken with other anti-HIV medicines. When taken with other anti-HIV medicines, SUSTIVA has been 
shown to reduce viral load and increase the number of CD4 cells (a type of immune cell in blood). 
SUSTIVA may not have these effects in every patient. 

Does SUSTIVA cure HIV or AIDS? 

SUSTIVA is not a cure for HIV or AIDS. People taking SUSTIVA may still develop other infections 
associated with HIV. Because of this, it is very important that you remain under the care of your doctor. 

Does SUSTIVA reduce the risk of passing HIV to others? 

SUSTIVA has not been shown to reduce the risk of passing HIV to others. Continue to practice safe 
sex, and do not use or share dirty needles. 

How should I take SUSTIVA? 

• The dose of SUSTIVA for adults is 600 mg (three 200 mg capsules, taken together) once a day 

by mouth. The dose of SUSTIVA for children may be lower (see Can children take SUSTIVA?). 

• Take SUSTIVA at the same time each day. You should take SUSTIVA at bedtime during the first few 
weeks or if you have side effects, such as dizziness or trouble concentrating (see What are the 
possible side effects of SUSTIVA?) 

• Swallow SUSTIVA with water, juice, milk or soda. You may take SUSTIVA with or without meals; 
however, SUSTIVA should not be taken with a high fat meal. 

• Do not miss a dose of SUSTIVA. If you forget to take SUSTIVA, take the missed dose right away. 

If you do miss a dose, do not double the next dose. Carry on with your regular dosing schedule. 

If you need help in planning the best times to take your medicine, ask your doctor or pharmacist. 

• Take the exact amount of SUSTIVA your doctor prescribes. Never change the dose on your own. 

Do not stop this medicine unless your doctor tells you to stop. 

• When your SUSTIVA supply starts to run low, get more from your doctor or pharmacy. This is 
very important because the amount of virus in your blood may increase if the medicine is stopped 
for even a short time. The virus may develop resistance to SUSTIVA and become harder to treat. 


What other medical problems or conditions should I discuss with my doctor? 

Talk to your doctor right away if you: 

• Are pregnant or want to become pregnant 

• Are breast-feeding 

• Have problems with your liver, or have had hepatitis 

• Start or change any medicine 

• Have side effects while taking SUSTIVA (efavirenz) 

• Have a history of mental illness, substance or alcohol abuse 

What are the possible side effects of SUSTIVA? 

Many patients have dizziness, trouble sleeping, drowsiness, trouble concentrating, and/or unusual 
‘dreams a few hours after starting treatment with SUSTIVA. These feelings may be less noticeable if 
you take SUSTIVA at bedtime. They also tend to go away after you've taken the medicine for a few 
weeks. Rarely, patients have more serious side effects that may affect mood or ability to think clearly. 
These side effects occur more often in patients with a history of mental illness or substance abuse. 

Tell your doctor promptly if any of these side effects continue or if they bother you. There is the possibility 
that these symptoms may be more severe if SUSTIVA is used with alcohol or mood altering (street) 
drugs. You should avoid driving or operating machinery if you are having these side effects. 

One of the most common side effects is rash. These rashes usually go away without any change 
in treatment. In a small number of patients, rash may be serious. If you develop a rash, call your 
doctor promptly. 

Other common side effects include tiredness, upset stomach, vomiting, and diarrhea. However, 
this is not a complete list of side effects reported with SUSTIVA when taken with other anti-HIV drugs. 
Do not rely on this leaflet alone for information about side effects. Your doctor can discuss a more 
complete list of side effects with you. 

Please contact your doctor immediately before stopping SUSTIVA because of side effects. Tell your 
doctor or other healthcare provider if you notice any side effects while taking SUSTIVA. 

What about birth control, pregnancy, or breast-feeding? 

Women should not become pregnant while taking SUSTIVA. Birth defects have been seen in animals 
treated with SUSTIVA. It is not known whether this could happen in humans. You Should use a condom 
or diaphragm in addition to other methods of birth control while taking SUSTIVA. Inform your doctor 
immediately if you are pregnant. If you want to become pregnant, talk to your doctor. Do not take SUSTIVA 
if you are breast-feeding. Talk to your doctor if you are breast-feeding your baby. 

Can I take other medicines with SUSTIVA? 

SUSTIVA may change the effect of other medicines (including ones for HIV). Your doctor may 
change your medicines or change their doses. For this reason, it is very important to: 

• Let all your doctors and pharmacists know that you take SUSTIVA. 

• Tell your doctors and pharmacists about all medicines you take. This includes those you buy 
over-the-counter and herbal or natural remedies. 

Bring all your medicines when you see a doctor, or make a list of their names, how much you 
take, and how often you take them. This will give your doctor a complete picture of the medicines 
you use. Then he or she can decide the best approach for your situation. 

The following medicines may cause serious and life-threatening side effects when taken with 
SUSTIVA. You should not take any of these medicines while taking SUSTIVA:* * 

• Hismanal® (astemizole) 

• Propulsid® (cisapride) 

• Versed® (midazolam) 

• Halcion® (triazolam) 

• Ergot medications (for example, Wigraine® and Cafergot®) 

The following medicines may need to be changed or have their dose changed when taken 
with SUSTIVA:** 

• Crixivan® (indinavir) 

• Fortovase® (saquinavir) 

• Biaxin® (clarithromycin) 

How should I keep SUSTIVA? 

SUSTIVA is available as 50 mg, 100 mg, and 200 mg capsules. 

Keep SUSTIVA at room temperature (77°F) in the bottle given to you by your pharmacist. 

The temperature can range from 59°-86°F. 

Keep SUSTIVA out of the reach of children. 


Can children take SUSTIVA? 

Yes, children who are able to swallow capsules can take SUSTIVA. Rash may be a serious problem 
in some children. Tell your child’s doctor right away if you notice rash or any other side effects while 
your child is taking SUSTIVA. The dose of SUSTIVA for children may be lower than the dose for 
adults. Capsules containing lower doses of SUSTIVA are available. Your child’s doctor will determine 
the right dose based on your child’s weight. 

Who should not take SUSTIVA? 

Do not take SUSTIVA if you are allergic to- SUSTIVA or any of its ingredients. 


How can I learn more about SUSTIVA? 

* Talk to your doctor or other healthcare provider if you have questions about either SUSTIVA 
or HIV. For srflitional information you can visit the SUSTIVA website at http://www.sustiva.com. 

This medicine was prescribed for your particular condition. Do not use 
it for any other condition or give it to anybody else. Keep SUSTIVA out of 
the reach of children. If you suspect that more than the prescribed dose 
of this medicine has been taken, contact your local poison control center 
or emergency room immediately. 


* SUSTIVA™ and the SUNBURST LOGO are trademarks 
of DuPont Pharmaceuticals Company. 

Copyright© 1999 DuPont Pharmaceuticals Company 

*‘*The brands listed are the registered trademarks of their respective 
owners and are not trademarks of DuPont Pharmaceuticals Company. 


DuPont Pharmaceuticals 

Wilmington, DE 19880 
Issued September, 1998 
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AFFINITY 


Celebrate 

Pride 

Month! 





Celebrate I 


Black 


Pride 


in 


July! 


(photo by Rosalind Glanton) 

Affinity, working hard for the Community 

Thursday, June 3 rd : Healthy Woman Nite - :Cooking for your Health” 

with Kyle Wade - 7:00 p.m. 

Thursday, June 10 th : Lez Chat - “Coming out to your Parents” 
with Kim Campbell of PFLAG - 7:00 p.m. 

Saturday June 19 th : 40 Plus “Open House” — Women of all ages welcomed 

4:00 p.m. 

Wednesdays, TAE BO with C.C. Carter 6:45 - 8:00 p.m. 

(call for fee info etc...) 

All events located in the First Unitarian Church in Hyde Park unless otherwise noted at 

Affinity 

5650 S. Woodlawn (garden level) 

Voice mail (312) 409-7609 


r . . 
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HIGH COURT 
JUDGE SAYS HE 
HAS AIDS 

Openly gay South African 
High Court Judge Edwin 
Cameron revealed April 20 that 
he has AIDS. 

He made the statement in an 
application for a seat on the 
nation's highest court, the 
Constitutional Court. 

"I am living with AIDS," 
Cameron, 46, said. "The choice 
to speak is available to me ... 
because I have a job position 
that is secure; because I am sur- 
rounded by loved ones, friends 
and colleagues who support me; 
and because I have access to 
medical care. For millions of 
South Africans living with HIV 
or AIDS these conditions do not 
exist. They have no jobs, or their 
jobs would be at risk if they 
spoke about their HIV. They not 
only lack community support, 
but face grave personal danger 
if they do so." 

One-eighth of South Africa's 
3.6 million residents is HIV- pos- 
itive and 1,500 people are newly 
infected each day, government 
researchers have said. 

— Rex Wockner 

NAMIBIAN 
OFFICIAL SEEKS 
TO BAN GAY SEX 

Namibia's deputy home 
affairs minister, Jeremiah 
Nambinga, is seeking to crimi- 
nalize gay sex because he 
believes it's evil. 

Nambinga made his sugges- 
tion April 19 during a budget 
debate in the National 
Assembly. 

"Homosexuality is evil, homo- 
sexuality is anti-social and 
should not only be condemned 
but should also be legislated 
against," Nambinga said. 
"Homosexuals are patients of 
psychological and biological 
deviations." 

Last November, Home Affairs 
Minister Jerry Ekandjo told par- 
liament: "Gay rights can never 
qualify as human rights. ... They 
should be classified as human 
wrongs which must rank as sin 
against society and God. I 


earnestly call upon homosexuals 
in Namibia to repent their 
wrongs before society. I call 
upon them to repent their sins 
before God. This is the only way 
Namibia can develop as a peo- 
ple which considers certain val- 
ues as fundamental to the wel- 
fare and survival of the nation." 

Namibian President Sam 
Nujoma has said: "Homosexuals 
must be condemned and reject- 
ed in our society. All necessary 
steps must be taken to combat 
all influences that are influenc- 
ing us and our children in a 
negative way." 

— Rex Wockner 

TUTU HONORED BY 
HRC/ ATLANTA 

"When I stand up and say 
that I want to oppose — discrimi- 
nation against people because of 
their sexual orientation, it is not 
because I want to seem nice. It is 
because if I don't, everything I 
have done in my life will be in 
vain," Archbishop Desmond 
Tutu told an audience of more 
than 1,250 attending the Human 
Rights Campaign's 12th Atlanta 
black-tie dinner in early May, 
reports the Southern Voice. 

A native of South Africa, Tutu 
dedicated his life to ending 
apartheid and was awarded the 
Nobel Peace Prize in 1984. In 
1996, he became the highest- 
ranking Anglican church official 
to call for the ordination of gays, 
and he has called on world lead- 
ers to end discrimination 
against lesbians and gay men, 
the Voice said. U.S. Reps. John 
Lewis and Cynthia McKinney 
were honorary event co-chairs. 

"Under apartheid, we were 
being discriminated against for 
something which we can't do 
anything about, women were 
being discriminated against 
because of their gender, and for 
me, it was a question of jus- 
tice — that if I opposed apartheid 
as a matter of justice, then I 
would oppose discrimination 
against women as a matter of 
justice, and I would oppose dis- 
crimination on the question of 
sexual orientation. And that 
seems consistent. It would be 
the same if we shut up when 
there is discrimination against 


people with disabilities. For me, 
it is a seamless rope," Tutu said. 

Gays at Mumia 
protest in Philly 

On April 24, thousands of 
people from around the coun- 
try-including many gays and 
lesbians — travelled to 
Philadelphia to demand a new 
trial for Mumia Abu-Jamal, a 
Death Row inmate "who has 
become an international cause 
celebre since his 1982 conviction 
for killing a police officer," says 
Salim Muwakkil in a Chicago 
Tribune commentary April 12. 
"Abu-Jamal claims he's innocent 
and criminal justice officials 
scoff at those claims. Many of 
the protesters also believe he's 
innocent, and even those who 
aren't so sure believe he 
deserves a new trial." 

AIDS Activists 
arrested for protest 

Twenty-one AIDS activists 
demanding access to AIDS 
drugs in Africa were arrested 
last month in D.C. after blocking 
the doors to the building hous- 
ing the Pharmaceutical Research 
and Manufacturers Association, 
a lobby group for the brand- 
name drug industry. The protest 
followed a rally and march of 
1,000 people from all over the 
East Coast supporting passage 
of the H.O.P.E. for Africa Act, 
sponsored by Rep. Jesse Jackson, 
Jr. (D-Ill.). Among other provi- 
sions, the bill would stop 
Administration interference 
with African countries' manu- 
facture of cheap generic ver- 
sions of essential medicines and 
ease Africa's crushing debt bur- 
den that drains funds from 
health care. 

Less than two weeks later, 
Bristol-Myers Squibb Company 
announced it has committed 
$100 million over five years to 
improve the state of HIV / AIDS 
research and community out- 
reach in South Africa, Botswana, 
Namibia, Lesotho and 
Swaziland. 

Oakland Black pride 

The Oakland, Calif., OBGLT 
People In Pride Celebration is 
June 18-20, and there's also a 


Black GLBT celebration in San 
Francisco Oct. 8-10. Both week- 
ends will feature extensive con- 
tributions by Black lesbigaytrans 
literary folks. 

Call (415) 922-2916, e-mail 
peopleinpride@hotmail.com 

LETTERS 

Hi my name is Jasmine 
Crossley I am a 25-year-old 
Black lesbian from the South 
Side of Chicago. I just wanted to 
inform your magazines that I 
and my girlfriend Nicole won 
second place in Curve's lesbian 
photo contest this year. I wanted 
to mention that we were the 
only Black winners and that 
bothers me. I feel that I am a 
triple minority because I am 
Black, female, and gay and I like 
to make myself known in what- 
ever way I can. I am proud to be 
a lesbian and I feel that other 
lesbians should also be proud 
and get themselves involved in 
any way they can. ... I read the 
article How I See It in 
BLACKlines and I am also a 
femme lesbian and damn proud 
of it. So please help me make 
other Black lesbians in Chicago 
see that our vote, thought, and 
participation counts. 

Sincerely, 
Jasmine Crossley 

Thank you for your extraordi- 
nary work! the April issue was 
superb. I think that it played an 
important part in getting such a 
significant turn-out for the 
[CBLG] Unity conference. I was 
wondering if in your next issue 
you could include an addendum 
that would state: "cover photo 
of Dr. Elias Farajaje'-Jones by 
Becky Leyser," since that did not 
appear in the April issue. She is 
my colleague here in Berkeley 
and it would be very important 
and helpful for her portfolio as a 
photographer to be able to point 
to a prominent publication such 
as BLACKlines where a photo- 
graph of hers appeared on the 
cover! We give thanks to the 
ancestors for the gift of kuumba 
and I thank you in advance for 
your kind consideration. 

yours in the revolution, 
prof. dr. elias farajaje'-jones 
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VIP Passes 
$22 

don't stand 
Inline! 
get yours 
today! 




Block LesBICoy Trans Ufe in Chicago, the Windy Gty 


Nights of Cultural Performances 
Opening Reception & Kick Off Party 
"The Red, White & Blue Jam" 
Independence *99 Community Festival 
Health & Pride Institutes 
Prayer Breakfast 
Various Parties 
for Men, Women & Youth 
Various Dance Club Events 
Hotel Hospitality/Information 
The Taste of Chicago Food Festival 
Fireworks over Lake Michigan 


Host Hotel: 
Hyatt University 
Village 
1.800.233.1234 
*Ask for Chocolate 
City rate. 

AVIS 

discount 

code: 

AWD#T484100 




www.chocolatecityusa.com 


COMING SOON 





SOUL REFLECTIONS: 
Speaking with Keith Boykin 

by Bob Roehr 


His office is now a room at 
home, not the corridors of the 
White House where he once 
was a press aide, or the 
National Black Lesbian and 
Gay Leadership Forum where 
he served as executive director, 
but Keith Boykin is more than 
happy with the transition. 

The pace is no slower, filled 
with writing, phone calls, and a 
book tour to promote 
Respecting the Soul. He's some- 
times frustrated that friends 
who call in the middle of the 
day don't understand his need 
to get back to work, or when 
that work stretches long into 
the night. 

BLACKlines sat down with 
Boykin to talk of Respecting the 
Soul , his selection of quotations 
by leading African-Americans 
and his ruminations on life 
framed as daily reflections. 

BR: How and why did you 
decide to write Respecting the 
Soul? 

KB: It literally started on the 
book tour for One More River to 
Cross. I'm a very politically 
minded person. After working 
in the White House, the first 
book was really more legal, 
political, and academic, 
because my experience was 
legal, political, and academic at 
the time. At some point when I 
was touring, I realized even 
though people could appreciate 
what I was saying, there were 
some parts they appreciated 
more about the book, particu- 
larly African-Americans. Like 
the section about religion and 
faith and also my own coming- 
out story. What really resonat- 
ed with people were the per- 
sonal issues. 

It became very clear to me, 
especially with the African- 
American LGBT community, 
that the interest was really 
about the personal and not the 
political. It was something that 
came home to me more and 


more as I worked with the 
Leadership Forum. So many 
people are just dealing with the 
day-to-day issues, the bread- 
and-butter issues, the personal 
life issues, particularly spiritu- 
ality issues. I really needed to 
get in touch with what that was 


all about. Plus, I was going 
through my own personal spir- 
itual development at the time. I 
started reading a lot about spir- 
ituality and personal growth. 

BR: That theme seems to be 
more prominent in the book 
than before. Is it in your per- 
sonal life? 

KB: Definitely. My views 
have evolved about so many 
things. I've always been on a 
quest to sort of figure out the 
meaning of life, the deep philo- 
sophical questions. I've gotten 
to a point now where I think I 
understand it for me. For me, 
it's all about love. The whole 
juxtaposition that some mod- 
em day philosophers have 
talked about between fear and 
love. I have discovered that all 
of the problems I've had in my 
life, all of the difficulties I've 
had to overcome, and struggles 
I've experienced, have been the 
direct result of my own fears. 

All of the blessings that have 
come to me, and all of the good 


tilings that have been bestowed 
upon me have been because of 
love. Love for myself, love for 
others, love for my community. 
It seems trite but it became so 
clear when I finally sat down 
and focused on that. Coming 
out is the classic example of 
fear. Even working with the 
Leadership Forum, one of the 
biggest learning processes I 
had in the beginning was about 
asking people for money. I 


hated it. I had this sort of fear 
of doing it. What are they 
going to think? They're not 
going to like me, or they're not 
going to have it. It was like 
asking someone to dance. 

BR: ... fear of rejection. 

KB: Exactly. And it takes a 
while to get over that. But I 
believe now that if you do 
something that your heart is 
really into, the fear doesn't 
matter any more. It's not that it 
completely disappears, but you 
realize that getting this mes- 
sage out is so much more 
important than the fear. 

BR: This is not the type of 
book that you just whip right 
through. 

KB: The idea was to get peo- 
ple to think about what is on 
the page. The reason why I 
didn't call it a book of daily 
affirmations is that I didn't 
want everybody to feel good 
everyday, oh how wonderful. I 
didn't want people to feel that 
"Oh, I'm a wonderful person, I 


can do anything." Sure you can 
feel that way, but I really want- 
ed people to think after each 
day or each couple of days that 
are packaged together, to really 
think about what is being said. 

BR: So how did you go about 
gathering them? 

KB: When I first came up 
with the proposal for doing 
this book, I thought it wasn't 
going to be too difficult. I . 
thought, I know hundreds of 
Black gays and lesbians, and 
African-Americans. I started 
looking everywhere. There was 
a lot of information about a lot 
of people and very little infor- 
mation about some people. 

Some who I wanted to men- 
tion, I couldn't find any quotes 
from them. And time pressure 
eventually got to the point 
where I couldn't get everybody 
in that I wanted to include. 

BR: Did you end up match- 
ing certain people with certain 
days? 

KB: I did. Some were obvi- 
ous, Dr. Martin Luther King on 
his birthday. I specifically put 
James Baldwin at the end of the 
book and at the end of the year 
because I really wanted to have 
a quote from him about: "You 
have to go the way your blood 
beats, you have to live the only 
life you have or else you'll 
never live any life at all." 

I thought that was the way to 
conclude the year on a positive 
note. The last month of the 
year is about serenity. 

I wanted to have Audre 
Lorde in the beginning of 
September. Her statement 
about courage, I think, is so 
profound. She said, "When I 
dare to be powerful — to use my 
strength in the service of my 
vision — then it becomes less 
and less important whether I 
am afraid." 

The Supreme Court decision 
of Brown v. The Board of 
Education was in May 1954. 1 
put Thurgood Marshall on that 
day. Nelson Mandela, that goes 
on the day of his inauguration. 

BR: Who did you put on 
your birthday? 

Turn to page 24 



Boykin with Barbara Smith (left) and Dr. Marjorie Hill at 
the Chicago Black Lesbian and Gay Unity Conference 
in April. Photo by Patrick Robinson 
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A Real Read and Bailiwick present ‘Conversation 
With A Diva,’ by Dr. Shirlene Holmes, directed by 
Johnathan Wilson, and starring Byron Stewart 
(above). Opens June 2, runs thru July 4. Call 
(773) 883-1090. The play is a sassy, touching and 
triumphant story of the self-appointed Sir 
Damone and his journey to discover what it 
means to be a proud Black gay man. 


ArtsExpress 

*“* Gay/les/bi/queer/trans content 
or interest 

Theatre 

Previews/Opening Nights 

***' May 26: First Breath About 
Face Youth Theater selected 
scenes from works in progress, 
guests include Michael Leppen 
underwriter of the Youth Thtre 
Challenge Grant, staff from the 
national gay and lesbian televi- 
sion newsmagazine In the Life, 
7pm. 773 549-7943 x 8. 

**** May 27: Just Say No With 
Larry Kramer in residence, and 
Olympian Greg Louganis mak- 
ing his Chicago acting debut, 
Bailiwick’s Pride ‘99 is a sum- 
mer of new works on the great 
complexities of the gay and les- 
bian community. Summer-long 
series includes a world pre- 
miere musical, one American 
premiere, two regional pre- 
mieres, ‘“NEA Four” perfor- 
mance artist Tim Miller, and the 
highly anticipated revised ver- 
sion of Just Say No, a look at 
the Reagan era, now a classic 
bedroom farce. Inspired by a 
real video of sex among 
Reagan’s kitchen cabinet which 
went public but then disap- 
peared. Stars Marc Silvia, 
Alexandra Billings, Louganis, 
David Mersault, Amy Farrington, 
Nathan Rankin, Benjamin 
Sprunger, Alison Halstead. 
Tonight benefits Gerber-Hart 
Library, one of Bailiwick’s non- 
profit partners for Pride ‘99. 

Thru July 4. 773 883-1090 

May 30 : State of Emergency 
1935 Kenya when rebels are 
killing white farmers to cleanse 
highlands, teenage girl caught 
in conflict made acute by her 
father’s new marriage to a white 
Kenyan women. Part of Women 
at the Door VI series, Theatre 
Building, 773 784-8347 

**** June 2: Annie Sprinkle’s 
Herstory of of Porn: Reel to 
Real Sprinkle takes you to 
seven movie theatres where 
she interacts with clips from 
some of her 200 movies over 
the past quarter of a century. 
Ends with the newest: Teenage 
Mermaid Fantasea, interactive 
art porn instructing audience in 
making their own sex movies. 
She has explored sexuality in 
it’s most glorious and inglorious 
forms; is a sex-work pioneer, an 
AIDS educator, a sex positive 
feminist, an out ‘metamorpho- 
sexual.’ Special show for 
women and men dressed as 
women June 3. Show runs thru 
June 5. Prop Th 773 486-7767 

****June 2: Conversations With 
a Diva by Playwright Dr. 

Shirlene Homes. Johnathan 
Wilson directs Jeff Citation 
award winner Byron Stewart in 
one-man dish and dirt. Sassy, 
tough, triumphant story of self- 
appointed Sir Damone and his 
journey from sissy to proud 
black gay man. Thru July 4 
Real Read Chicago African- 
American Lesbigaytrans 
Performance Ensemble, 

Bailiwick Art Center, Pride ‘99. 
(773) 883-1090 

June 4: Clarence Darrow Joel 
Daly of WLS-TV portrays the 


controversial, legendary 
Chicago lawyer. Thru June 13, 
Studio of the Chicago Cultural 
Center 312 742-1079 

****June 4: Winter by lesbian 
writer Claudia Allen, her newest 
play, is a funny, heartwarming 
story about two elderly people 
who are reunited in life, and 
together learn to embrace their 
final years. Victory Gardens thru 
July 18. 773 871-3000. 

****June 10: Breath Gay and les- 
bian vignettes: executive meets 
The Goddess in a sales meet- 
ing: young girl dreams of the 
woman she will marry; priest 
seeks healing; old man and 
woman sit enjoying friendship; 
young man strives to reach the 
father who has left him; grand- 
mother watches her grandson's 
gay poetry slam. Previews thru 
June 12, opens June 13, runs 
thru July 18. Part of Pride ‘99. 
Bailiwick 773 883-1090 

****June 12: Adventures in 
Genderiand It’s Time Illinois’ 
2nd Annual Celebration of 
Transgender Pride, Fantasy 
Evening of Dining, Dance and 
Entertainment with an original 
theatrical production by Lynnell 
Stephanie Long, music and 
dancing with Valerie James, 
and special guests. Ann 
Sather’s 708 535-1506 

**** June 18: Self Help or the 
Tower of Psychobabble a dat- 
ing comedy lampoons contem- 
porary life with its self-con- 
scious insecurities, ruthless 
completion. Struggling screen- 
writer breaks up with unfaithful 
actor, looks for reconciliation 
through counseling. Is it possi- 
ble to find love, or get some 
help, or at least get someone to 
listen for a few moments? 
Bailiwick thru July 19. Pride 
series. 773 883-1090 

In Performance 

The Adventures of Connie 
Chanda, multi-media perfor- 
mance commemorating 1 50th 
anniversary of Treaty of 
Guadalupe Hidalgo, Bario 
Historian Connie Chanda looks 
at the border, cross-cultural, 
gender issues, stereotypes, thru 
multi-lingual humor, perfor- 
mance, music, with comedy and 
cello. One woman show show- 
cases multi-disciplinary scholar- 
ship while keeping audiences 
laughing. Thru May 29, 7pm. 

312 738-1503 

Are you now or have you ever 
been...? adapted from tran- 
scripts of the House Un- 
American Activities Committee 
hearings on communism in 
show business from 1946-56, 
painful history of Blacklist’s vic- 
tims, those who named names. 
Thru June 5 Next Th Co 847- 
475-1875 

**** Don’t Ask... Don’t Teletubby, 

from creators of critically 
acclaimed “Everyone’s Coming 
Out, Rosie!” and “Whitney 
Houston, We Have a Problem!" 
from GayCo Productions. 
Donny’s Skybox Theatre 312- 
337-3992 

Ev’ry Time I feel the Spirit by 

David Barr Staged reading, dis- 
cussion. First African American 
singer to appear at the 
Metropolitan Opera, in 1939 
acclaimed contralto Marian 


Anderson was a national sym- 
bol of Civil Rights when she 
was denied the right to sing in 
Constitutional Hall because of 
her race, Chicago Dramatists 
312 633-0630 

Homeless Deeply funny, ultimate- 
ly sad story of three people’s 
separate struggles to amicably 
survive together in the same 
place. Part of Women at the 
Door VI series, theatre Building, 
773 784-8347 

**** Joan Crawford Goes to Hell 

Inspired by the movie Mommie 
Dearest, the book My Way of 
Life by Joan Crawford, classic 
Crawford film moments, this 
original production looks at the 
line between Joan’s real life and 


movies. Sweetcom Playhouse 
5113 N Clark extended thru 
June 25. 312 409-3925 

**** La Cage Aux Folles Gender 
bending romantic musical-com- 
edy, music, lyrics, like “I Am 
What I Am,” by Jerry Herman, 
thru June 6, Drury Lane Th, 708 
422-0404 

Mahalia moving musical on the 
life of musical great Mahalia 
Jackson, features her greatest 
hits. Part of Paul Robeson Th 
Series, South Shore Cultural 
Center. Free preview. So. Shore 
Cultural Center. 312 747-2936 

Ragtime The Musical American 
cultural, political, economic evo- 
lution from the beginning of 
20th century to advent of WWI. 


Starring Grammy-Award-win- 
ning singer/actress Stephanie 
Mills, Broadway/TV/movie star 
John Davidson. Thru June 13, 
Ford Center, 312 902-1400 

**** Raised by Lesbians by Leah 
Ryan, picture Ed Wood meets 
Holden Caulfield at The Mall, 
where no peer-fearing 16 year- 
old wants to be seem with his 
parents, lesbians or not. Part of 
Women at the Door VI series, 
Theatre Building, 773-784-8347 

DANCE 

May 27: An Evening of Deeply 
Rooted Dance, Roberta Flack 
and several musicians will per- 
form live with the Deeply 
Rooted Dance Ensemble. 
Auditorium 773 363-1080 

**** June 25: An intimate 
Evening of Dance with Muntu 
Dance Th, River North Dance 
company, Same Planet, 

Different World and students 
from Dance Center of Columbia 
College and special perfor- 
mances by Carrie Hanson and 
Ascension (The Kirby Reed 
Project). Portion benefits 
Lesbian Communication Cancer 
Project. Dance Center, 4730 N 
Sheridan Rd. 773 779-2399 

ART/PHOTO 

African American Cultural 
Center Dell Washington, paint- 
ings. Henry Jones On the 
Edge, paintings to open Oct. 

312 996-9549 

The Dusable Museum of African 
American History Tina Turner: 
The Girl From Nutbush docu- 
mentary on life, music of Tina 
Turner, her poverty-stricken 
youth in rural Tennessee, June 
1 9. State of the Blues: The 
Living Legacy of the Delta fea- 
tures 90 portraits and 35 docu- 
mentary photos of Blues 
Highway, a heritage trail thru 
the American South. June 3 
thru Sept 12. 773 947-0600 
New: Sun Free. Also Harold 
Washington In Office, perma- 
nent exhibition, w / composite 
office setting; memorabilia; per- 
sonal, career effects. 740 E 
56th Place 57th and Cottage 
Grove Ave Washington Park 
773 947-0600 

Los Manos Gallery Art Against 
Cancer silent art auction, live 
music. Includes works of Nicole 
Hollander, creator of Sylvia. 
Benefits Lesbian Community 
Cancer Project $45. June 4, 7- 
11p, 5220 Clark 773 561-4662 

Stephen Daiter Gallery Yasuhiro 
Ishimoto and Marvin E. 

Newman studied documentary 
photography at the Institute of 
Design, Chicago, 49-52, and 
have collaborated ever since: 
Uptown, Lincoln Park, Loop, 
Maxwell St and South Side thru 
June 12. 312 787-3350 

Woman Made Gallery Cut and 
Paste, with a focus on collage, 
and Shrines for our Fathers, a 
solo work by Dian Sourelis.will 
run concurrently May'21-June 
18th. 2nd Walk for Woman 
Made Gallery June 12 9am 5k 
course thru historic district 1900 
S Prairie 312 328-0038 



Phillip Edward VanLear plays Paul Robeson 
in the Next Theatre’s production of ‘Are You 
Now or Have You Ever Been?,’ thru June 5. 
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W ed., May 26 

Affinity TAE-BO exercise class, C.C. Carter 
instructs, 6:45 p.m., 5650 S. Woodlawn, 
call (312) 409-7609. 

Th ur sday, Ma y 27 

CellBlock Mr. Ebony Leather contest, with 
Guest emcees: Frank Nowicki & Queen 
Cougar 3702 N. Halsted, 773-665-8064 

Deeply Rooted Theatre “An Evening of 
Deeply Rooted Dance” featuring Roberta 
Flack, 8p, Auditorium Th., 50 E. 

Congress. (773) 363-1080. 

House of Blues KC & The Sun Shine 
Band (312) 527-2583 

Hoxie’s 1999 National Poetry Slam, 8p, 
donation, 1801 W. Lawrence. 989-4800. 

International Mr Leather Weekend thru 
Mon, May 31 @ Ramada Congress Hotel. 
Info www.imrl.com. 

Marigold Bowl register for Chicago MSA 
Summer Bowling Mixed Handicap 
League. Ten-week session begins June 3. 
828 W, Grace, 7-9p. 

Friday, M ay 28 

Chicago Neighborhood Tours Gay & 

Lesbian History. (312) 742-1190. 

Fusion Hardcore with DJ Psycho Botch, 
3631 N. Halsted. 975-6622. 

Hoxie’s Storyteller Elyne Handler, 8p & 
9:30p, 1801 Lawrence. 989-4800. . 

International Mr. Leather Leather market 
all day, opening ceremonies, registration. 
1-800-545-6753, imrl@mindx.com, 
www.imrl.com Events all weekend at IML 
Headquarters Hotel, Congress Plaza, 520 
S. Michigan, and at venues around city. 

The Rails Remembrance Memorialday 
Weekend, dj’s Ron Carroll - “The Minister 
of Sound" & Master Mixer Spen - 
Paradox 1675 Elston, (708) 802-1705. 

Saturday, May 29 

Bailiwick Repertory Larry Kramer’s new 
play “Just Say No,” with Greg Louganis & 
Alexandra Billings. 7:30p, $30 w/ recep- 
tion. Benefits Chciago Anti-Bashing 
Network. (312) 416-1768. 

CellBlock Mr. Bear Pride ‘99 On-Line Party 
11am - 6pm, Leatherwomen Meet & 

Greet 7pm - 10 pm Uniform Night 9pm 
3702 N. Halsted, 773-665-8064 

Dyke March Planning Committee 
Presents Caught in the Act (a night of all- 
girl performance and art to benefit the 4th 
Annual Dyke March. 8;00 pm 2320 N. 
Milwaukee - above 2 Amigos restaurant 

ONYX Presents Dance @ IML Music by 
Slave to the Rythm Productions 10pm - 
2am Congress Ramada , Michigan & 
Balbo, Windsor Room. Donations to ben- 
efit ONYXCares. 312-329-6141. 

Sunday, May 30 

Circuit Miss Foozie’s memorial day show. 
Variety show, lip. Hi-energy dance, 9p. 
$5. Open until 4a. 

HotHouse Collections by La Shawn 
Edwards. 31 E. Balbo. (312) 362-9707. 

The Rails Flesh or Fantasy Sundays, 
Memorial Weekend blast with porn star 
Tyson Cain, (708) 802-1705. 

Monday, May 31 

9th Annual Black Lesbian and Gay 
Family Day Picnic lOa-dusk, Lots 
23&24, Rock Creek Park, Washington, 

D C. BPicnicpp@aol.com. 

AIDS Pastoral Care Network 14th 


Memorial Dat Litugy for Persons Affected 
by HIV/AIDS 6:30pm St. Clement 
Church, 642 W. Deming Place Chicago. 

Tuesday, June 1 

Bailiwick Repertory Pride 99 through 
August. 1229 W. Belmont. $15-35. 883- 
1090. Tongiht is is A Real Read present- 
ing Conversation With A Diva, by Dr. 
Shirlene Holmes, directed by Johnathan 
Wilson, through July 4, (773) 883-1090. 
Sassy, touching and triumphant story of 
the self-appointed Sit Damone and his 
journey to discover what it means to be a 
proud Black gay man. 

Channel 19 Chic-a-go-go Mia & Ratso @ 
CMuseum of Science & Industry with Poi 
Dog Pondering & House O’ Matic 
Dancers and Queer activist Darrell Gordon 
as the Dancing Dinosaur 8:30pm 

Columbia College Music: Battle Sounds 
Film DocumentryScreening,by New York 
Filmaker John F. Carluccio, depicting hip- 
hop DJ culture from the first scratch to a 
new jazz for new times. 6pm, 623 S. 
Wabash, 312-663-1600 

WTTW Ch.ll POV, The Legacy: Murder 
& Media, Politics & Prisions by Micheal J. 
Moore. The Murder of 18-year old 
Kimberly Reynolkds and 12-year old Polly 
Klass shattered the lives of these families. 
These two murders led to the enactment 
of the nation’s toughest determinate sen- 
tencing law, known as “Three Strikes and 
You’re Out”. 9 p.m. 

Thursday, June 3 

Affinity Healthy woman nite, Cooking for 
your health with Kyle Wade, 7 p.m., 

5650 S. Woodlawn, (312) 409-7609. 

Dusable Museum Nikki Giovanni, the 
award winning journalist and author will 
appear for a reception, lecture and book- 
signing of her latest “Bluse: For All the 
Changes,'” 6pm 740 east 56 Place 773- 
947-0600 

Friday, June 4 

Berlin Rave dance exhibition & competi- 
tion, cds & chance to win Cher tickets at 
pre-Dance for Life 1999 event. 8-10p, 
954 W. Belmont. 

Chicago Cultural Center Harold 
Washington Literary Award presented to 
Robert Pinsky at dinner & presentation. 
Mara Tapp chairs event. 6:30p. 

Gerber/Hart Library Celluloid Outings 
film discussion. High Art. 7p, 1127 W. 
Granville. (773) 883-3003. 

Howard Brown Health Center 
Counseling & Psychotherapy prof semi- 
nar: “The World of Lesbian & Gay 
Couples & Families,” 2-4p, $20 ($ 1 Ost) @ 
HBHC, Jon (773) 388-8904. 

Las Manos Gallery “Art Against Cancer,” 
juried show & silent auction to benefit 
Lesbian Community Cancer Project. 

Artists include Nicole Hollander, creator of 
the Sylvia comic strip. $45. 561-4662. 

Saturday, June 5 

1999 PFLAG Midwest Regional 
Conference presents “Renewing & 
Redeeming Society." Keynote address by 
Rev. Jimmy Creech. Workshops include 
Multi-faith Panel, Exploring Transgender 
Issues, Making Schools Safe, Lesbian 
Health & Children’s Museum diversity 
exhibit, followed by dinner at Rico’s. 8a, 
Chicago Circle Center, 750 S. Halsted. 
(312) 413-8619. 

Chicago Neighborhood Tours Uptown. 


312 744-6630. (312) 742-1190. 

The Dance Center of Columbia College 

An Intimate Evening of Dance w/ Muntu 
Dance, River North Dance Co., Same 
Planet, Different World, and perfor maces 
by Carrie Hanson and Ascention. 

Proceeds to LCCP.. 7p, $25. 4730 N. 
Sheridan Rd. (773) 779-2399. 

DuSable Museum Black Music Month. 1- 
2:30p. & “Shirley Horn,” 2p. 

Girlbar H.I.S. Female to male Drag, a high 
energy mix of dancing, drag and cabaret 
style entertainment. 2625 N. Halsted 
773-871-4210 

Harambee Wellness Center Howard 
Brown Health Center will celebrate Pride 
Month with the Grand Opening Party and 
Health Fair of their new center. The fair is 
free and open to the public 10am-3pm 
1515 East 52nd Place. 773-752-7867 

Milly’s Virgin Show featuring all-star cast 
of first-timers to the Orchid Show, Park 
West, (773) 929-5959. 8p.m. 

Mountain Moving Coffeehouse for 
Womyn & Children singer/songwriter/ 
guitarist Deidre McCalla, 7:30p @ 

Ebenezer Lutheran Church, 1650 W 
Foster; (312) 409-0276. 

Old Town School of Folk Music 
Weavermania w/ Michael Smith, Mark 
Dvorak, Barbara Barrow & Tom Dundee 
8p, 4544 N Lincoln. (773) 728-6000. 

Printer’s Row Book Fair Five tented 
blocks of booksellers, poetry readings, 
panel discussions, book-signings, Writers 
Resource Bazaar, children’s programming, 
incl. celebrities including Nikki Giovanni, 
Donna Black, Cynthia Belmont, reading 
to kids. 10a-6p. Free. Dearborn/ 

Congress & Polk. (312) 987-9896. 

Sunday, June 6 

Chicagoland Bisexual Network Bi 

Womyn ’s support/discussion, 11:30a- 
1 :30p. Also, planning meeting for bi edu- 
cation forum 4p. (312) 458-0983, ext. 2. 

Chicagoland Bi Network/ Howard 
Brown Health Center Married (or long- 
term relationship) bi women’s support/dis- 
cussion, ll:30a-l:30p. (773) 388-8933. 

Drake Hotel 14th Bread & Roses benefit 
for Rainbow House. 15 chefs; 5:30p, 
$150, (312) 935-3430. 

The Literary Exchange Book discussion 
& potluck. Queen Latifah’s Ladies First. 
4-8p. (773) 509-6881. 

Jane Addams Resource Corporations 
Days of Future passed the 1999 Annual 
benefit will feature music, tarot card read- 
ers, story telling, live & silent auction, raf- 
fle drwing Cosponsored by Associated 
Bank, EURO RSCG Tatham, First 
Chicago 3-6pm, Architectural Artifacts, 
Inc., 4325 N. Ravenswood $20 in advance 
-$25 at door RSVP 773-871-1151. 

House of Blues Vanilla Ice 7:30pm $15 
329 N. Dearborn. (312) 527-2583 

McAninch Arts Center @ College of 
DuPage DuPage Chorale Orchestra. 
7:30p, $10/9. (630) 942-4000. 

Printer’s Row Book Fair Five tented 
blocks of booksellers, poetry readings, 
panel discussions, book-signings, Writers 
Resource Bazaar, children’s programming, 
incl. celebrities including Studs terkel, 

Tony Hiss reading to kids. 10a-6p. Free. 

S. Dearborn (312) 987-9896. 

Sundance Ch. Shorts Out Loud: The 
Absolution of Anthony, Fishbelly White, 
Two Girls and a Baby, 8p. 

WACT (Womyn of All Colors/Cultures 
Together) meet for brunch. (773) 784- 
8922 or (773) 235-5847. 

Windy City Gay Naturists hot tub party, 
8-10p, $16. (312) 494-2654. 

Monday, June 7 

Sundance Channel “Out of the Past," on 
g & 1 impact on past 400 years & efforts 
of high school teens now. 9p. 

Wind City Gay Naturists Hot Tub Party 


more detailed calendar listings in Nightlines, 
and online www.suba.com/-outlines/ 


8pm $16 before 5/31, $20 after. Call 
Mark 847-451-1138 or 312-494-2654 

Tuesday, June 8 

Golden Threads, a film by director Lucy 
Winer about a 72 year-old lesbian who 
builds an internat’l organization for older 
women airs tonight at lOp on Point of 
View (P.O.V.). 

Mayor’s Annual Pride Reception 

Chicago Cultural Center, 78 E. 

Washibgton, Preston Hall, 5:30 - 
7:00p.m. 312-742-0212 to R.S.V.P. 

Unabridged Books Andrew Holleran signs 
& reads from The Spell, 7:30p, 3251 N. 
Broadway. 883-9119. 

Wednesday, June 9 

Chicago Women’s Health Center teams 
with Second City etc. for a benefit, 1608 
North Ave., 8 p.m., (773) 935-6126. 

House of Blues Gong. 9p, $15. 329 N. 
Dearborn. (312) 527-2583. 

Lansky Career Consultants Workshop: 
What do you want to be when you grow 
up? 7-9p, $5. (312) 494-0022. 

Thursday, June 10 

Affinity Lez Chat, Coming Out To Your 
Parents, with Kim Campbell of PFLAG, 7 
p.m., 5650 Woodlawn, (312) 409-7609. 

Cultural Center Fareed Haque @ 6:30p, 

77 E. Randolph. (312) 661-1028 

Newtown Writers Pride Month open read- 
ing, 7:30p, Unabridged 3251 Broadway. 

Southwest Women Working Togehter 
Brusch Srokes 6th Art Exhibit and Silent 
Auction Benefit, hosted by Golden Globe- 
winning, Emmy Award-nominated actress 
Regina Taylor. 6:30 - 9:30pm Martinique 
Restaurant, 2500 W. 95th Street 

Friday , June 11 

15th Chicago Gospel Music Festival 

Walter Hawkins & the Love Alive Choir, 
K&K Mime, GATT Gospel Quartet & 
more. Through the 13th on the lakefron 
in Gr.ant Park. Free. (312) 744-3315. 

Cocktail House dance exhibition & compe- 
tition, cds & chance to win Cher tickets at 
pre-Dance for Life 1999 event. 8-10p, 
3359 N. Halsted. 

Gutrich Chiropractic Grand opening & 
health fair. 1425 W. Diversey, behind 
JanDee Jewelry. (773) 472-0700. 

Saturday, June 12 

2nd Chicago Alt.Film Fest Presents 
Climb Against the Odds, 12 Women, 5 
with breast cancer climg Mt. McKinley 
narrated by Olympia Dukakis 3:35pm 
Harold Washington Library, 400 South 
State St. 773-525-4559 

25th Wells Street Art Festival Works of 
over 200 fine artists displayed. lOa-lOp. 
On Wells between Division & North. (773) 
868-3010. 

American Cancer Society Relay For Life 
for 12 hours (7pm -7am) at Illinois 
Institute of Technology, 3040 S. Wabash, 
for more information call 312-372-0471 

Artemis Singers garage sale, 9a-5p, 4520 
N. Avers, 267-3381. 

Better Existence with HIV “Sistas 
Speak,” Open group for women to talk 
about issues that are important to them as 
women. 4:30-6p, 1648 Howard St. Free 
childcare. Meets every other week. 

Brothers United in Support reception & 
fundraiser. 6-9p, The Vix, 2814 N. 
Halsted. (773) 404-8726. 

Buck’s Saloon GLB Veterans of America’s 
Annual Flag Day Beer Bust. (773) 752- 
0058. 

DuSable Museum “B.B. King Live at 
Nick’s,” 2p. (773) 947-0677. 

House of Blues Coolio 8p, $15. 329 N. 
Dearborn. (312) 527-2583 

It’s Time, Illinois! “Adventures in 
Genderland,” A Fantasy evening of dining, 
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dancing and entertainment with an origi- 

nal theatrical production by Lynnell 
Stephanie Long, music and dancing with 
Valerie James and special guests. $35, 
includes food, Ann Sather’s, 929 
Belmont. (708) 535-1506. 

Women’s Place Resource Center 
Fashion show, poetry reading, women’s 
art work, food & music. Noon-6p, 
$10/15. 30 E. Adams, 4th floor. (773) 
275-1319. 

Sunday, June 13 

2nd Chicago Alt.Film Fest Wadd, The 
Life and Times of John C. Holmes 
Story 3:00pm Harold Washington 
Library, 400 South State 773-525-4559 

Absolut Croquet X & BBQ. Benefits 
Open Hand. At lakefront & Irving. 11a- 
4p, $35. 381-4382. 

Chicagoland Bisexual Network/ 
Howard Brown Health Center 
Married (or long-term relationship) bi 
women's support/discussion, 11:30a- 
l:30p. (773) 388-8933. 

Glessner House Museum Slide lecture: 
“Mr. Pullman’s Statue: The History of the 
Ft. Dearborn Massacre Memorial.” with 
Constance R. Buckley. 2p, $4-6. 1800 
S. Prairie. (312) 326-1480. 

Navy Pier Lambda Ljegal Defense & 
Education Fund cruise (312) 663-4413 

Monday, June 14 

Ann Sather’s on Belmont Reception for 
Advisory Council on G&L Issues. “From 
Advocacy to Action: Breaking the Silence 
on Bisexuality." 6-8p, (312) 742-8203. 

UfetimeJackie’s Back a “mockumentry” 
film directed by Robert Townsend which 
comedically profiles former child star- 
turned-popdiva Jackie Washington. 
(Jenifer Lewis) also Tim Curry, Melissa 
Etheridge, David Hyde Pierce, Bette 
Midler, Dolly Parton, Liza Minnelli, 

JoBeth Williams and Mary Williams. 8p. 

Tuesday, June 15 

Berlin The Ultimate Drag Off to win tick- 
ets to see Cher. Ralphie Rosario spins. 
773-871-7610. 

Commission on Human Relation will 
present free anti-discrimination training 
sessions to staff from community organi- 
zations Pre-regisatration is required 312- 
744-4424, 740 N. Sedgwick, 4-6pm 

Wednesday, June 16 

Sidetrack slide show on “G&L History of 
,Chi Highlights.” 6:45p. 477-9189. 

WTTW In The Life’s Gay Pride Special 
Stories include The Judy Garland connec- 
tion- a gay icon 30 years after the 
Stonewall riots, Project Yes - reaching 
out to gay youth in Miami, Rev. Irene 
Monroe, an activist and preacher speaks 
out, Paula Vogel - center stage with the 
Pulitzer Prize-winning playwright, 
Stonewall 25 Remembered 11pm 

Thursday, June 17 

Chicago Area Gay and Lesbian 
Chamber of Commerce 3rd annual It’s 
a Pride Thing! professional cocktail party, 
5-8:30 p.m., Circuit, 3641 N. Halsted, 
$20 in advance, $25 at door ($5 off for 
Pride cardholders). Featuring a TASTE 
OF THE CHAMBER, with Lauren’s 
Catering, Conn’s Catering, Hoxie’s BBQ, 
and The Hearty Boys. Available at 
Women & Children First, 5233 N. Clark; 
RJ’s Video, 3452 N. Halsted; and 
Hemingway Travel, 1640 N. Wells. Co- 
sponsored by: Chicago Bar Assoc., 

CPNA, GLSEN, GLBTP, Equal! at 
Lucent, ComEd CEEGLO, Gay and 
Lesbian Police Assoc., GLBVA, Chicago 
Black Lesbians and Gays, and Sangat. 

Call 1 -888-GL-CHAMBER . 

Harold Washington Library educational 


forum on bisexuality sponsored by 

Chicoland Bisexual Network & City of 
Chicago Advisory Counsil on G&:L 
Issues. Performance, panel discussion, 
community information. 1 la- l:30p. (312) 
458-0983. 

HotHouse Journalists of Color and Gay 
and Lesbian Journalists host a recetion 
and dance 6pm -12am $10 31 E. Balbo. 
(312) 362-9707. 

Women & Children First Catherine 
Brady reads from and signs The End of 
the Class War. 7:30p, 5233 N. Clark. 
769-9299. 

WTTW The Castro tells the dramatic story 
of a quiet, working class San Francisco 
that became the coverstone of gay libera- 
tion in the 1970’s. 10:30pm 

Frid ay, J une 18 

GLB Veterans of America South Side 
Welcome to Summer Party, noon-mid- 
night. 752-0058. 

OPALGA 1999 OPAL-GALA celebrating 
10th anniversary of Oak Park Area Gay 
& Lesbian Association. Dinner, dancing, 
awards, auction. 7p, 104 S. Marion, Oak 
Park. (708) 848-0273. Spopnsored by 
American Airlines and Subaru.Tickets 
must be purchased by June 14. 

Sundance Channel TV premiere of “The 
Hanging Garden,” about a suicidal 350- 
pound gay teen. 

Windy City Performing Arts Windy City 
Gay Chorus, Unison, Windy City 
Slickers, Aria perform in the Pride 
Concert, “Pride Center Stage”! Tonite & 
Sat. @ Athenaeum (773) 404-9242 

Saturday, June 1 9 

1st Annual Black GLT Come-Out Day 

Tell a friend. 

Affinity 40-plus Open House, for women 
of all ages, 4 p.m, 5650 S. Woodlawn, 
(312) 409-7609. 


reads from and signs Love Makes a 
Family: Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and 
Transgender People and Their 
Families, meet her and find out about 
the Family Diversity Projuects @ lp & 
Nancy Farmer reads from and signs The 
Warm Place For Mothers and daughters 
8-10. 5:30p, 5233 N. Clark. 769-9299. 

Tuesday, June 22 

Women & Children First Open Mic 
LGBT Poetry & Fiction reading. 3rd 
Annual Pride Week poetry & fiction read- 
ing Organized once again with the help 
of poet & Nightlines Journalist Gregg 
Shapiro, this spirited event is a must- 
attend. 7:30p, (773) 769-9299. 

Wednesday, June 23 

Affinity TAE-BO exercise class, C.C. 

Carter instructs, 6:45 p.m., 5650 S. 
Woodlawn, call (312) 409-7609. 

Night Ministry Workshop on “Homo- 
phobia, Heterosexism & Your Con- 
gregation.” 9:30a-noon, free, 1218 W. 
Addison. Must pre-register. 935-8300. 

PBS After Stonewal, narrated by Melissa 
Etheridge, chronicles the gay and lesbian 
experience since the Stonewall riots. 

Thursday, June 24 

Soldier’s Field 1999 Women’s World 
Cup, 3rd world championship of 
women's soccer. Brazil vs.Italy, 5p; U S. 
vs. Nigeria, 7:30p. (800) 992-8457. 

Women & Children First Italian- 
American Lesbians open-mic reading 
Featuring Laura Scaccia Beagle and 
Theresa Carilli. 769-9299. 

Friday, June 25 

The Local 705 Auditorium The Greater 
Chicago Committee presents The Black 
BLACK Party 5, a 1970s Battle of the 


D.J.s. Dress in black 1970s attire. lOp- 
2a, $15/advance, 330 S. Marshfield. 
(312)670-9660. 

Test Positive Aware Network anniver- 
sary backyard party. 6-9p. 404-8726. 

Saturday, June 26 

Chicago 35 Womyn’s Pride Dance, The 
Barn in Naperville (773) 381-3853. 

Chicago Neighborhood Tours Sukie de 
la Croix leads bus tour of g&i history plus 
lunch at Ann Sather’s. (312) 742-1190. 

Executive Sweet A Pride Celebration 
hosted by Pat & Vera, 9p-3a, 330 S. 
Marshfield Oust west of Ashland at Van 
Buren). Free parking, (773) 375-7144. 
Featuring the Pulsation women’s band, 
eateries by LaMont, attire hot & sexy, 
music by Ron Carroll. $10 cover. 

Girls on Top An Outdoor Party with Pride 
hosted by WXRT’s Terri Hemmert. 
Performance by Melissa Ferrick. 

Proceeds benefit Lesbian and Gay Rights 
Project of ACLU. 7-1 lp, Clark & 
Summerdale. Tickets available at Women 
& Children First and Temptations. 

Frontrunners/Frontwalkers Proud to 
Run, (312) 409-8991. 

Sunday, June 27 

PRIDE CHICAGO Parade, (773) 348- 
8243, starts Roscoe & Halsted, 2p 

The Generator Do It With Pride 3. 
Legendary Divas. Show at midnight. 306 
N. Halsted. (312) 243-8889. 

Girlbar 2nd Annual Outdoor Pride Day 
Party. 2625 N. Halsted 773-871-4210 

Sandblast Howard Brown hosts this dance 
along the lake, 4p, S of Waveland Golf 
Course. 388-8992. 

THRIVE ‘99 for youth and young adults 
up to age 23 by PRIDE Youth Programs 
of Links - North Shore Youth Health 
Service $5 door Ann Sather’s ballroom, 
929 W. Belmont 6-9pm. 847-441-9880 


Chicago Neighborhood Tours Village in 
the City. Visit Beverly Hills-Morgan Park 
gracing Chicago’s far southwest side, the 
nation’s largest urban historic district. 

This tour includes a visit to the Beverly 
Arts Center, the Chicago Ridge Historical 
Society and lunch at the Dr. German 
House. June 19. (312) 742-1190. 

DuSable Museum Juneteenth. l-2:30p 
& “Tina Turner: The Girl from Nutbush,” 
2p. (773) 947-0677. 

Facets Multimedia New African Cinema 
Film Festival through April 25. 1517 W. 
Fullerton. (773) 281-4114. 

Puerto Rican Parade Gay and lesbian 
groups join together for a contingent, 
LCCP, Amigas Latinas, ALMA. (773) 
561-4662. Wacker and Dearborn. 

Women in the Director’s Chair’s 5th 
Lesbian Pride Night. The Millenium 
Show: Pioneers of the New Dyke 
Cinema. Quick trip thru 30 years of 
“firsts,” including first lesbian coming-out 
story to play widely (Jan Oxenberg’s 
1972 Home Movie); first film with les- 
bian sex made by a lesbian (Barbara 
Hammer’s 1974 Dyketactics); first film 
by and about Latina lesbian (Susan 
Munoz’s 1980 Susana); documentary of 
America’s first integrated male imperson- 
ation revue, by first out African-American 
lesbian filmmaker (Michelle Parkerson’s 
1987 Storme: The Lady of the Jewel 
Box); the fiirst known queer youth video 
(Sadie Bening’s 1989 Me and 
Rubyfruit); first film exploring homosexu- 
ality in India (Pratibha Parmar’s 1991 
Khush); early work by maker of the first 
African-American lesbian feature (Cheryl 
Dunye’s 1993 Greetings from Africa); 
and much more. 7p, HotHouse, 31 E. 
Balbo, $8, (773) 907-0610. 

Sunday, June 20 

Women & Children First Peggy Gillespie 


MOUNTAIN MOVING COFFEEHOUSE 


Saturday, June 5 

Deidre 
McCalla 

One of the delights of the summer 
will surely be this long-time 
Coffeehouse favorite. A singer, 
songwriter and guitarist, Deidre is 
an inspiring, evocative performer 
with a wicked sense of humor and 
a rock-solid beat! 

Saturday, July 10: 

Alix Dobkin 

Alix returns for her yearly July 
visit. Always inspired and 

inspiring, this warm, witty, and politically motivating 
Lesbian Legend is a delight to hear, not only for her music, 
but also for her wonderful stories of dykedom. 


1650 West Foster 

Lbonezer Lutheran Church 

Women & Children Only. Suggested Donation. 312-409-0276 



Deidre 
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VIRACEPT IS POWERFUL It's tough on HIV. In many people, VIRACEPT lowered the 
amount of HIV in the blood to levels below the limit of detection of the test used, and 
substantially increased CD4 cell counts after 24 weeks of triple combination therapy. 
(The clinical significance of changes in viral RNA levels in blood has not been established. 
The virus may still be present in other organ systems.) VIRACEPT IS EASY TO LIVE WITH 
Take it three times a day with your normal meals or light snacks. VIRACEPT IS GENER- 
ALLY WELL TOLERATED People treated with VIRACEPT may experience some side effects; 
the most common is diarrhea of moderate or greater intensity in 20% of people in clinical 
trials. VIRACEPT WORKS It's indicated for the treatment of HIV infection when anti-HIV 
drug therapy is warranted. It is not yet known whether taking VIRACEPT will help you live 


WHAT YOUR PROTEASE 

INHIBITOR CAN BE 


longer or reduce the number of infections or other illnesses that can occur with HIV. 
Some common medications and some HIV related medications should not be taken with 
VIRACEPT. For some people, protease inhibitors have been associated with the onset or 
worsening of diabetes mellitus and hyperglycemia, and with increased bleeding in 
patients with hemophilia. Ask your doctor. For more information, call toll free 1 - 888 - 
VIRACEPT or visit www.agouron.com. (Refer to the important information on the next page.) 



neffinavir mesylate 


Agouron 


Pharmaceuticals, Inc. 
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VIRACEPT 

nelfinavir mesylate 

Information for Patients About VIRACEPT® (Vl-ra-cept) 
Generic Name: nelfinavir (nel-FIN-na-veer) mesylate 

For the Treatment of Human Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV) Infection 

Please read this information carefully before taking VIRACEPT. Also, please read this leaflet each time 
you renew the prescription, just in case anything has changed. This is a summary and not a replacement 
for a careful discussion with your doctor. You and your doctor should discuss VIRACEPT when you start 
taking this medication and at regular checkups. You should remain under a doctor's care when taking 
VIRACEPT and should not change or stop treatment without first talking with your doctor. 


WHAT JS VIRACEPT AND HOW DOES IT WORK? , mw , . . t . 

VIRACEPT is used in the treatment of people with human immunodeficiency virus (HIV) infection. 
Infection with HIV leads to the destruction of CD4 T cells, which are important to the immune system. 
After a large number of CD4 cells have been destroyed, the infected person develops acquired immune 
deficiency syndrome (AIDS). , , . . . .. ...... 

VIRACEPT works by blocking HIV protease (a protein-cutting enzyme), -which is required for HIV to 
multiply VIRACEPT has been shown to significantly reduce the amount of HIV in the blood. You should 
be aware however, that the effect of VIRACEPT on HIV in the blood has not been correlated with long- 
term health benefits. Patients who took VIRACEPT also had significant increases in their CD4 cell count. 

VIRACEPT is usually taken together with other antiretroviral drugs such as Retrovir (zidovudine, 
AZT), Epivir (lamivudine, 3TC), or Zerit (stavudine, d4T). Taking VIRACEPT in combination with other 
antiretroviral drugs reduces the amount ot HIV in the body (viral load) and raises CD4 counts. 

VIRACEPT may be taken by adults, adolescents, and children 2 years of age or older. Studies in infants 
younger than 2 years of age are now taking place. 

DOES VIRACEPT CURE HIV OR AIDS? n(ininrnT 

VIRACEPT is not a cure for HIV infection or AIDS. The long-term effects of VIRACEPT are not known at 
this time People taking VIRACEPT may still develop opportunistic infections or other conditions 
associated with HIV infection. Some of these conditions are pneumonia, herpes virus infections, 
Mycobacterium avium complex (MAC) infections, and Kaposi’s sarcoma. 

It is not known whether VIRACEPT will help you live longer or reduce the number of infections or other 
illnesses that may occur. , . 

There is no proof that VIRACEPT can reduce the risk of transmitting HIV to others through sexual 
contact or blood contamination. 


WHO SHOULD OR SHOULD NOT TAKE VIRACEPT? 

Together with your doctor, you need to decide whether VIRACEPT is appropriate for you. In making 
your decision, the following should be considered: 4 .. . limAfMrDT 

Allergies: If you have had a serious allergic reaction to VIRACEPT, you must not take VIRACEPT. 

You should also inform your doctor, nurse, or pharmacist of any known allergies to substances such as 
other medicines, foods, preservatives, or dyes. L . 

If you are pregnant: The effects of VIRACEPT on pregnant women or their unborn babies are not 
known. If you are pregnant or plan to become pregnant, you should tell your doctor before taking 
VIRACEPT 

If you are breast-feeding: You should discuss with your doctor the best way to feed your baby. You 
should be aware that if your baby does not already have HIV, there is a chance that it can be transmitted 
through breast-feeding Women should not breast-feed if they have HIV. 

Children- VIRACEPT is available for the treatment of children 2 through 13 years of age with HIV. There 
is a powder form of VIRACEPT that can be mixed with milk, baby formula, or foods like pudding. 
Instructions on how to take VIRACEPT powder can be found in a later section that discusses how 
VIRACEPT Oral Powder should be prepared. 

If you have liver disease: VIRACEPT has not been studied in people with liver disease. If you have liver 
disease, you should tell your doctor before taking VIRACEPT. 

Other medical problems: Certain medical problems may affect the use of VIRACEPT. Some people 
taking protease inhibitors have developed new or more serious diabetes or high blood sugar. Some 
people with hemophilia have had increased bleeding. It is not known whether the protease inhibitors 
caused these problems. Be sure to tell your doctor if you have hemophilia types A and B, diabetes 
mellitus, or an increase in thirst and/or frequent urination. 


CAN VIRACEPT BE TAKEN WITH OTHER MEDICATIONS? 

VIRACEPT may interact with other drugs, including those you take without a prescription. You must 
discuss with your doctor any drugs that you are taking or are planning to take before you take VIRACEPT. 

Drugs you should rml take with VIRACEPT: 

• Seldane (terfenadine. for allergies) 

• Hismanal (astemizole. for allergies) 

• Propulsid (cisapride, for heartburn) 

• Cordarone (amiodarone, for irregular heartbeat) 

• Quinidine (for irregular heartbeat), also known as Quinaglute , Cardioquin , Quinidex , and others 

• Ergot derivatives (Cafergot and others, for migraine headache) 

• Halcion (triazolam) 

• Versed (midazolam) 

Taking the above drugs with VIRACEPT may cause serious and/or life-threatening adverse events. 

• Rifampin (for tuberculosis), also known as Rimactane , Rifadin ", Rifater , or Rifamate 
This drug reduces blood levels of VIRACEPT. 

Dose reduction required if you take VIRACEPT with: 

Mycobutin (rifabutin, for MAC); you will need to take a lower dose of Mycobutin. 

A change of therapy should be considered if you are taking VIRACEPT with: 

• Phenobarbital 

• Phenytoin (Dilantin and others) 

• Carbamazepine (Tegretol and others) 

These agents may reduce the amount of VIRACEPT in your blood and make it less effective. 

• Oral contraceptives ( "the pill”) 

If you are taking the pill to prevent pregnancy, you should use a different type of contraception since 
VIRACEPT may reduce the effectiveness of oral contraceptives. 


HOW SHOULD VIRACEPT BE TAKEN WITH OTHER ANTI-HIV DRUGS? 

Taking VIRACEPT together with other anti-HIV drugs increases their ability to fight the virus. It also 
reduces the opportunity for resistant viruses to grow. Based on your history of taking other anti-HIV 
medicine your doctor will direct you on how to take VIRACEPT and other anti-HIV medicines. These 
drugs should be taken in a certain order or at specific times. This will depend on how many times a day 
each medicine should be taken. It will also depend on whether it should be taken with or without food. 
Nucleoside analogues: No drug interaction problems were seen when VIRACEPT was given with: 

• Retrovir (zidovudine, AZT) 

• Epivir (lamivudine, 3TC) 

• Zerit (stavudine, d4T) 

• Videx (didanosine, ddl) . u ± . . 

If you are taking both Videx (ddl) and VIRACEPT: Videx should be taken without food, on an empty 
stomach. Therefore, you should take VIRACEPT with food one hour after or more than two hours before 
you take Videx. 

Nonnucleoside reverse transcriptase inhibitors (NNRTIs): 

When VIRACEPT is taken together with. 

The amountoTv?R P ^PT in your blood may be reduced. Studies are now taking place to learn about 
the safety of combining VIRACEPT with Viramune. 

• Other NNRTIs 

VIRACEPT has not been studied with other NNRTIs. 


Other protease inhibitors: 

When VIRACEPT is taken together with: 

• Crixivan® (indinavir) , . . 

The amount of both drugs in your blood may be increased. Currently, there are no safety and efficacy 
data available from the use of this combination. 

The^moun^ofv'l^ACEPT in your blood may be increased. Currently, there are no safety and efficacy 
data available from the use of this combination. 

• Invirase® (saquinavir) J . ........... 

The amount of saquinavir in your blood may be increased. If used in combination with saquinavir hard 
gelatin capsules at 600 mg three times daily, no dose adjustments are needed. Currently, there are no 
safety and efficacy data available from the use of this combination. 

WHAT ARE THE SIDE EFFECTS OF VIRACEPT? , t . , ... 

Like all medicines, VIRACEPT can cause side effects. Most of the side effects experienced with 
VIRACEPT have been mild to moderate. Diarrhea is the most common side effect in people taking 
VIRACEPT, and most adult patients had at least mild diarrhea at some point during treatment. In clinical 
studies, about 20% of patients receiving VIRACEPT 750 mg (three tablets) three times daily had four or 
more loose stools a day. In most cases, diarrhea can be controlled using antidiarrheal medicines, such 
as Imodium® A-D (loperamide) and others, which are available without a prescription. 

Other side effects that occurred in 2% or more of patients receiving VIRACEPT include abdominal pain, 
asthenia, nausea, flatulence, and rash. u . .. . 

There were other side effects noted in clinical studies that occurred in less than 2% of patients receiving 
VIRACEPT. However, these side effects may have been due to other drugs that patients were taking or to 
the illness itself. Except for diarrhea, there were not many differences in side effects in patients who took 
VIRACEPT along with other drugs compared with those who took only the other drugs. For a complete list 
of side effects, ask your doctor, nurse, or pharmacist. 

H vIraCPT^s avJlable*only with your doctor’s prescription. The light blue VIRACEPT Tablets should be 
taken three times a day. VIRACEPT should always be taken with a meal or a light snack. You do not have 
to take VIRACEPT exactly every 8 hours. Instead, you can take it at normal times when you are eating 
Take VIRACEPT exactly as directed by your doctor. Do not increase or decrease any dose or the 
number of doses per day. Also, take this medicine for the exact period of time that your doctor has 
instructed. Do not stop taking VIRACEPT without first consulting with your doctor, even if you are 

,e Only 9 take* medicine that has been prescribed specifically for you. Do not give VIRACEPT to others or 
take medicine prescribed for someone else. . 4 .. .. 

The dosing of VIRACEPT may be different for you than for other patients. Follow the direct ons from 
your doctor, exactly as written on the label. The amount of VIRACEPT in the blood should remain 
somewhat consistent over time. Missing doses will cause the concentration of VIRACEPT to decrease, 
therefore you should not miss any doses. However, if you miss a dose, you should take the dose as 
soon as possible and then take your next scheduled dose and future doses as originally scheduled. 

Dosing in adults (including children 14 years of age and older) _ 

The recommended adult dose of VIRACEPT is 750 mg (three tablets) taken three times a day. Each 
dose should be taken with a meal or light snack. 


Dosing in children 2 through 13 years of age 

The VIRACEPT dose in children depends on their weight. The recommended dose is 20 to 30 mg/kg (or 
9 to 14 mg/pound) per dose, taken three times daily with a meal or light snack. This can be administered 
either in tablet form or, in children unable to take tablets, as VIRACEPT Oral Powder. 

Dose instructions will be provided by the child’s doctor. The dose will be given three times daily using the 
measuring scoop provided, a measuring teaspoon, or one or more tablets depending on the weight and 
age of the child. The amount of oral powder or tablets to be given to a child is described in the chart below. 


Pediatric Dose to Be Administered Three Times Daily 

Body Weight 

Kg 

Lb 


Number 
of Level 
Scoops* 

Number 
of Level 
Teaspoons* 

Number 

of 

Tablets 

7 to < 8.5 

15.5 

to <18.5 

4 

1 


8.5 to <10.5 

18.5 

to <23 

5 

1'/4 


10.5 to <12 

23 

to <26.5 

6 

V/2 


12 to <14 

26.5 

to <31 

7 

1'/4 


14 to <16 

31 

to <35 

8 

2 


16 to <18 

35 

to <39.5 

9 

2V» 


18 to <23 

39.5 

to <50.5 

10 

2Vi 

2 

>23 


>50.5 

15 

3'/4 

3 


In measuring oral powder, the scoop or teaspoon should be level. . ... 

* 1 level scoop contains 50 mg of VIRACEPT. Use only the scoop provided with your VIRACEPT bottle, 
t i level teaspoon contains 200 mg of VIRACEPT. Note: A measuring teaspoon used for dispensing 
medication should be used for measuring VIRACEPT Oral Powder. Ask your pharmacist to make sure 
you have a medication dispensing teaspoon. 


How should VIRACEPT Oral Powder be prepared? 

The oral powder may be mixed with a small amount of water, milk, formula, soy formula, soy milk, 
dietary supplements, or dairy foods such as pudding or ice cream. Once mixed, the entire amount must 
be taken to obtain the full dose. « • ■ , • • 

Do not mix the powder with any acidic food or juice, such as orange or grapefruit juice, apple juice, or 
apple sauce, because this may create a bitter taste. 

Once the powder is mixed, it may be stored at room temperature or refrigerated for up to 6 hours. Do 
not heat the mixed dose once it has been prepared. 

Do not add water to bottles of oral powder. . . iu t , . 

VIRACEPT powder is supplied with a scoop for measuring. For help in determining the exact dose ot 
powder for your child, please ask your doctor, nurse, or pharmacist. 

VIRACEPT Oral Powder contains aspartame, a low-calorie sweetener, and therefore should not be 
taken by children with phenylketonuria (PKU). 


HOW SHOULD VIRACEPT BE STORED? u 4 

Keep VIRACEPT and all other medicines out of the reach of children. Keep bottle closed and store at 
room temperature (between 59°F and 86°F) away from sources of moisture such as a sink or other damp 
place Heat and moisture may reduce the effectiveness of VIRACEPT. 

Do not keep medicine that is out of date or that you no longer need. Be sure that if you throw any 
medicine away, it is out of the reach of children. .,. B ,. cnT 

Discuss all questions about your health with ybur doctor. If you have questions about VIRACEPT 
or any other medication you are taking, ask your doctor, nurse, or pharmacist. You can also call 
1 888.VIRACEPT (1 .888.847.2237) toll free. 


The following are registered trademarks of their respective manufacturers: Retrovir, Epivir/Glaxo 
Wellcome Oncology/HIV; Zerit, Videx/Bristol-Myers Squibb Oncology; Invirase, Versed/Roche Laboratories 
Inc- Seldane Rifadin, Rifamate, Rifater/Hoechst Marion Roussel; Hismanal, Propulsid/Janssen 
Pharmaceutica Inc; Halcion, Mycobutin/Pharmacia & Upjohn Co; Rimactane, Tegretol/CibaGeneva 
Pharmaceuticals; Viramune/Roxane Laboratories, Inc; Dilantin/Parke-Davis; Crixivan/Merck & Co, Inc; 
Imodium A-D/McNeil Consumer Products Co; Cordarone/Wyeth-Ayerst Laboratories; Quinaglute/Berlex 
Laboratories; .Cardioquin/The Purdue Frederick Co; Quinidex/A.H. Robins Co, Inc; Cafergot/Novartis 
Pharmaceuticals Corp. Norvir is a trademark of Abbott Laboratories. 


Issued 11/13/97 

CALL 1.888. VIRACEPT 

VIRACEPT is a registered trademark of Agouron Pharmaceuticals, Inc. 
Copyright ©1998 Agouron Pharmaceuticals, Inc. All rights reserved. 


Agouron 


La Jolla, California, 92037, USA 



The WACT group, Women of All Colors/Cultures Together, marked its 5th anniversary with — what else — a brunch! The 
event was at Affinity. Photos by Evette and LaJ. 

Karen 

Kennies and 
David Dean, 
co-chairs of a 
benefit for 
HIV services 
at South 
Shore 
Hospital. 

Right are 
staffers with 
David. 

Photos by 
Israel Wright 






LEFT: Otis Mack celebrated the 7th 
anniversary of providing a showcase for 
local and national talent. Photo by Israel 
Wright. All Jokes Aside hosted a pride 
night of comics. From left: Andre Kelley, 
Monique, Jamoceo Black and Coco. Front 
is John Fleming. Photo by Harry Tyner. 
BELOW: Fu Fu Entertainment celebrated 
an evening of color and pizazz at 
Maggiano’s. A lifetime achievement award 
was presented to author E. Lynn Harris. 
Special guests included Milestone 
Productions of Atlanta and Strong Arm 
Productions of Detroit. The party was 
given by board members Rodney, Thayer, 
Roderick, Robert 
and Ron. President 
is Rodney. 

Pictured: Frederick 
Dunson of D/E 
Entertainment, 

Kendall Beatty of 
The Rails, and 
FuFu’s Thayer 
Johnson and 
Rodney Jackson. 

Photo by Israel 
Wright 
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notes from the BLACKLINES Music Department 


Underground 
Techniques 

DJ Harry T 

June is bursting out all over and so are 
the many releases that 
are gonna make you 
sweat with pride this 
summer! The Twisted 
camp will soon release 
the second single from 
Funky Green Dogs, "I 
Can't Help It," from 
their album, "Star." 
Chicago's own Celeda will release her 
single, "Be Yourself," from her debut 
album, "This Is It," which has been 
delayed until July. Kevin Yost has 
released his album, "Small Town 
Underground," which features 
"Watercolors," "Whispers in the Dark" 
and the club hit "One Starry Night." On 



the homefront, Chicago's own DJ Ralphi 
Rosario is currently working on his 
album which will hit the streets in July. 

Underground singles that are catching 
a buzz 'round town are "El Ritmo" by 
Low Pass. Full on percussion and ener- 
getic. They will be releasing an album 
soon as well. Ricky Bradshaw released 
his "Jump? Skip?" ep featuring a remix of 
"Higher" and other deep infectious 
grooves on a new Chicago label. Moody 
records, which has been putting out quite 
a number of singles. Check it out! Ron 
Carroll releases his "Soundz" single on 
Afterhours. The Mazi and Spero mixes 
are a good choice to swing to. Mark your 
caledars for the return of the Godfather 
of House, Frankie Knuckles. He will be 
having his annual fourth of July Pride 
and Independence celebration at the 
House of Blues, 329 N. Dearborn. For 
more info, please call 312-339-5938. 

In addition to celebrating pride and 


diversity, listed below are four trivia 
questions. The first five correct responses 
will receive a copy of an underground 
house mix by myself. The winners and 
the answers will appear in the July issue. 
Please forward your answers to: 
BLACKlines Music Trivia, 1115 W. 
Belmont, Suite 2-D, Chicago, II. 60657 or 
e-mail your response to: 

HT4PR@aol.com, subject: BLACKlines 
M usic Trivia. Good Luck! 

Underground Trivia 

1. Name the "House Music Anthem" 
and it's artist. 

2. Name an album Steve "Silk" Hurley 
released on a major label. 

3. Which house classic has been sam- 
pled the most? 

a) You Used To Hold Me 

b) Let No Man Put Assunder 

c) House Nation 

4. Name the members of the Hot Mix 5. 



1 Top is the pic Duke kept in 

P his prayer book. Below: the 
% two collaborating in 1960. 
Photos from Vanity Fair. 



The Duke and Billy ... Music to his ears 

The Chicago Tribune April 29 noted the tragedy of the lost works of Duke Ellington, on 
the 100th anniversary of his birth. Many of his works are deteriorating, and so many 
parts are lost they are unable to be performed as the Duke originally wanted. But the 
May Vanity Fair probes deeper — and some of the reasons those works are not in perma- 
nent form may be because Billy Strayhom, Duke's decades-long collaborator, preceded 
him in death. Duke was a well-known musician and composer before meeting Strayhom, 
but after they began working together, Strayhom became the biggest creative influence in 
the Duke's life, writes David Hajdu in his VF piece (he also wrote the Strayhom bio. 

Lush Life, which was very clear about Billy's open homosexuality). Duke knew his good 
friend was gay, and this never caused trouble. And while Duke had many women friends 
over the years, Hajdu says his relationship with Billy is unclear. There certainly was great 
love between the two — but was there gay love? In his own bio, Duke said Billy "was my 
right arm, my left arm, all the eyes in the back of my head, my brainwaves in his head, 
and his in mine." Hajdu said that Duke "loved Billy Strayhom more fully and deeply 
than he loved any woman." Of interest was a photo found in Duke's daily prayer book, 
donated to the Smithsonian after his death. Wedged into the book were photos, including 
one of Billy reading, topless on a bed. Duke's private collection. 

Advocating music 

The May 11 Advocate has an interesting cover story, a profile of Diana Ross. The 
Advocate asks Diana about her screen role as Billie Holiday, and she says the fact that 
Billie was bisexual never came up during her research, so she didn't 
play it that way. "I really feel like you can love a lot of people; it 
doesn't really matter whether they're male or female. My relationship 
with guys, girls ... I just feel like you can be in love with anybody. You 
can love a woman — I mean, what makes you not be able to love like 
that." Diana was told about the Matt Shepard murder and said it 
takes a long time to change hatred. Diana says she would not care if 
one of her children turns out to be gay, and that she has always had 
many gay male friends. She also points out how many great gay male 
talents have been lost to AIDS, many of them her good friends. 



Deadline June 1.0. 

Call (773) 871-7610, LaJ's 


Fuly 
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ATT 


N T I O N 


COMMUNITY ELDERS 


Horizons invites you to drop in at their 
Drop-In Center on Wednesday afternoons 
between 2:00 - 4:00 p.m., and on the 
first and third Friday of every month 
between 6:00 - 9:00 p.m. 

The Center has been created as a 
space where Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual 
and Transgendered people 45 and older, 
and who are of various racial and ethnic 
backgrounds, can come together to 
make new friends and socialize. 

For more information call 
The Lesbian & Gay HELPLINE 
(773) 929-HELP 
between 6-10 p.m. daily 


HORIZONS COMMUNITY SERVICES 

Chicago's Lesbian & Gay Community Center 





RU READY? 


A Discussion Group 

for 

Suburban 
Black Gay Men 

Meetings every 2nd Tuesday 
1145 Westgate #210, Oak Park 


Jy 

For Info call 708-445-2584 

OQ 

Food & Drink Provided 

5 

Facilitated by 

Preston L. Shumaker 

s 

Come, Join the 


Evolution! 


[lookin' 

Good 


Feelin' Join us in focusing on the brother 

Good! inside ! 


A Discussion Group for 
Gay & Bi Brothers of Color 

Meetings every 3rd Friday 
Resurrection M.C.C. 

Davis Hall 1 164 E. 58th Street 
starting at 7 pm 


Join a gym to work on the brother 

outside - 



773.288. 1 535 


Preston L. Shumaker, Workshop Coordinator 
Sponsored by Sinai Family Health Centers 


J 





April 'Leaves It Open' 

by LaJaunessee Jordan 


Author April Sinclair 
found time in her busy 
schedule to stop by the 
BLACKlines office while she 
was home in Chicago pro- 
moting her new book, i left 
my back door open. She had 
just come from Afrocentric 
Books and VI 03 radio station 
and would be at Women and 
Children First, African- 
American Images and 
Seminary Coop Bookstore 
during the next 24 hours. 

Chicago loves our South 
Side homegirl who authored 
Coffee Will Make You Black 
(1994) and Ain't Gonna be the 
Same Fool Twice (1996). All 
three books were published 
by Hyperion. Coffee Will 
Make You Black was named a 
Book of the Year (Young 
Adult Fiction) by the 
American Library 
Association and Sinclair 
received the Carl Sandburg 
Award from the Friends of 
the Chicago Public Library 
for that book. 

Each of Sinclair's books 
has had a lesbian character. 
In her first two novels, the 
main character is a lesbian. 
The author said she has been 
told, "You always have to 
put a lesbian (in your 
books)," and "Are you 
always going to have a les- 
bian angle or a gay angle in 


Bridgforth wins 
Sharon Bridgforth’s 
the bull-jean sto- 
ries by Red Bone 
Press, won the 
1999 Lambda 
Literary Award for 
Lesbian and Gay 
Small Press at the 
Los Angeles cere- 
mony last month. 


your books?" Sinclair told 
BLACKlines, "People always 
have straight angles. And 
there's so little out there in 
the mainstream that deals 


with gay and lesbian issues. 
Why is the focus on my hav- 
ing one rather than on other 
people not having it?" 
Sinclair asked. She said she 
gets a range of responses 
from the general population. 

Coffee Will Make You Black 
was banned from one of 
Chicago's high schools, yet it 
is required reading for the 
freshman class at Berkeley 
high school in California, 
Sinclair said, adding that she 
is their second choice for 
graduation speaker. She has 
a large teenage following 
from Coffee... She said Stevie, 
the main character, was so 
acceptable and was able to 
get into people's hearts. 
Sinclair said her goal is to 
reach people who would not 
ordinarily be reached. She 
said a mother told her that 
her teenage daughter would 
stay in her room with the 
covers over her head reading 
Coffee... and she "knew 
something was wrong" 
because her daughter never 


reads books and suddenly 
she couldn't put the book 
down. That mother, other 
mothers and their teens read 
the book and then Sinclair 
had a discussion about it 
with the girls. 

Sinclair told BLACKlines 
that a major motion picture 
studio is already inter- 
ested in making the film 
i left my back door open.. 
She said she is hopeful 
but has concerns. There 
was interest in Coffee... 
but she couldn't let "my 
baby" go with people 
making various changes 
and Sinclair having no 
control. She said, "Do 
you take the money and 
run and close your eyes 
or get as involved as 
you can." She said some 
people say that this is a 
story that needs to be 
told and she should not 
keep it from the screen. 
Sinclair said the film 
studio has talked to a couple 
of stars about the project and 
one is interested. 

On a personal note, 

Sinclair said she is dating 
and is ready to settle down, 
"If the bags aren't too heavy 
and if it's not a steamer 
truck," she said. Although 
she is dating more than one 
person, Sinclair said, "It's 
narrowing down." 

REVIEW 

April Sinclair's new book i 
left my back door open 
(Hyperion, $22.95) shows the 
main character looking for 
love in the I-Feel-Your-Pain 
'90s. Dee Dee is a 41 -year-old 
strong but vulnerable Black 
woman who is a Chicago DJ. 
Dee Dee says she is "a single 
occupant in a double occu- 
pancy world." 

Dee Dee is like many Black 
women who feel they aren't 
really complete without a 
man. She meets Skylar, a 
mediator brought in by the 
radio station to resolve a 


sexual harassment dispute. 
She gets her hopes up as she 
continues to struggle with 
food and a childhood secret. 
(I'm not spoiling it for you. 
This happens early on.) "T 
hear you,' (Dee Dee) said, 
looking out toward the 
blooming garden. I under- 
stood about self-esteem. I 
knew that you could look 
good on the outside and feel 
bad on the inside. I knew 
that you could take a bath 
and still feel dirty. I knew 
that you could have a belly 
full of food and still feel 
empty. I knew that a child 
could be read a fairy tale and 
be tucked into her own bed 
and still not be safe. But I 
didn't want to think about 
that, because I didn't want to 
fall apart. I hadn't forgotten 
that all the king's horses and 
all the king's men, couldn't 
put Humpty-Dumpty back 
together again," Dee Dee 
states in April Sinclair's i left 
my back door open. 

Dee Dee's longtime friend, 
Sharon, comes out to her. 

The main character said, "I 
was thoroughly confused. I'd 
assumed that Sharon's het- 
erosexuality had been writ- 
ten in stone." She later 
inquired, "So, now you sud- 
denly woke up and smelled 
the pussy, so to speak. Is that 
what you're saying?" Dee 
Dee asked. An added foctor 
is Tyeesha, Sharon's teenage 
daughter who has some dif- 
ficulty with her mom's les- 
bianism. Sinclair is glad that 
Tyeesha plays a larger role 
than originally intended. She 
knows that it will please her 
large teen following. 

E. Lynn Harris said, "April 
Sinclair's jazzy new novel is 
her best yet. Her syncopated 
rhythms and her cool, bluesy 
tones make her Ella 
Fitzgerald's literary rival." 

Read April Sinclair's i left 
my back door open and feel 
her magic with words. 



Sinclair. Photo by Tracy Baim 
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SUBSCRIBE 
FOR PRIDE 

JUST $12 
A YEAR! 

Yes, I’d like to subscribe to 
BLACK lines 

0 $1 2 for one year BLACK//nes 

0 $69 one year BLACKWnes & OUTLINES 

0 $59 for one year OUTLINES 

0 $79 for one year OUTLINES & NIGHTLINES 

0 $10 for one year EN LA VIDA 

0 $3 for one copy of the OUT! Resource Guide 
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Sent in envelope with 
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1115 W. Belmont, Suite 2-D, Chicago, IL 60657. 
Visa and Mastercard accepted: 

Check one: Visa or Mastercard ^ 
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More pics from the 
Chicago Black 
Lesbian and Gay 
Unity Conference; 
ABOVE, LEFT: Andre 
Gates, Aaron Bulgari, 
Kenneth Bulgari 
(House of Bulgari* 
Detroit), and Francis 
Champion, all from 
Detroit, attended 
Unity V. Right: Steve 
Wakefield conducting 
an “HIV/AIDS and the 
Black Community” 
Workshop April 17. 
BELOW: Horizons 
Youth workshop par- 
ticipants. Photos by 
Patrick A. Robinson 
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Church 

Opens 

Computer 

Center 

by Robert Schultz 

A dozen gleaming new fully 
networked personal computer 
workstations are available for 
use at Church of the Open 
Door's Center for Community 
Change. Dedicated in late 
April, Church of the Open 
Door's computer center is a 
bold testament for computer 
access, including the Internet, 
for all regardless of income or 
race. According to the United 
States Bureau of the Census, 
youth under age 17 lead in 
having access to a computer 
anywhere. However the 
Census Bureau's latest avail- 
able statistics from 1993 show 
that for those who are non- 
white, over age 18, and who 
are in the lower income brack- 
ets, computer access remains 
out of reach. Only 13.8% of 
Blacks 18 years or older have 
access to computers as com- 
pared with 26.9% of all races 
within the same age group. 
The Church of the Open 
Door's location in a neighbor- 
hood where the Arab, 

Mexican, Black and poor 
white communities spill into 
one another for a rare ethnic 
mix on Chicago's Southwest 
Side makes the computer cen- 
ter a unique community asset. 

After Church of the Open 
Door's Pastor Karen Hutt 
opened the inaugural Tuesday 
night class on May 4 with 
prayer, the pride of the accom- 
plishment for having such a 
resource developed by the 
Black Lesbigaytrans communi- 
ty was palpable. The anticipa- 
tion among the students to do 
something with state-of-the- 
art high tech tools was appar- 
ent as well. The computer cen- 
ter is to be used by Church's 


surrounding community, 
church members, and the 
Black LBGT community. 

Early in the Church's min- 
istry, Hutt explained after 
Tuesday night's class was 
completed, the Church started 
a job ministry. It quickly 
became apparent that to com- 
pete successfully computer lit- 
eracy was a must. Hutt said 
Shelton Watson played a key 
role in launching the center. A 
significant boost came recently 
when a nearly $30,000 grant 
was awarded to Church of the 
Open Door by United Church 
of Hinsdale, a member like 
Church of the Open Door of 
United Churches of Christ. 

Hutt explained the ambi- 
tious vision for the center. 
Individuals will be able to 
enhance their employable 
skills through the classes that 
are being offered. The latest 
technology is available for 
those who wouldn't have 
access to it. For more informa- 
tion about classes or use of the 
computer center contact the 
Church at (773) 778-3030. 

Maat gets 
the Land 

The Maat Dompim, Womyn 
of Color Land Project, 
acquired 109 raw acres of 
beautiful, rolling, wooded 
countryside in the only moun- 
tains of otherwise prairie-flat 
Buckingham County, Virginia. 
Blanche & Amoja, after seven 
years of searching and negoti- 
ating, Sometimes finding and 
losing, have the land. After 12 
months of grappling with offi- 
cials, lawyers, and the infa- 
mous title search company 
from hell; after 12 months of 
increasing lengths of time 
spent navigating courthouse 
records, and 100-year-old 
handwritings of dead racists; 
there is now finally, a mana- 
tee-shaped piece of real estate 
that, according to the 
American system, "belongs" 


to Maat Dompim. 

The purchase price was 
$50,000, and thanks to LNR 
and many generous donors, 
they had $30,000 for their 
down payment. "Many bless- 
ings and thanks to all the 
wonderful wimmin who con- 
tributed prayers, cash, equip- 
ment, advice, time, and faith 
to bring us this far," Amoja 
Three Rivers said. "Finally the 
gift we have been trying to 
give our community is some- 
thing tangible that you can 
walk on and nurture. So — 
what happens next? Now 
wimmin can start the fun part 
of building things, teaching, 
learning and celebrating. 
PHASE 1 is the creation of 
accommodations for rustic 
camping and informal gather- 
ings and will include: creating 
a site plan, improving the 
roads, clearing the land for 
camping, installing sanitary 
facilities and showers, build 
rustic cabins, building resi- 
dences." 

Seven Sisters Aromatherapy 
bath Salts and herbal talis- 
mans are part of Maat 
Dompim's nascient cottage 
industries efforts. The sale of 
these products, along with 
Market Wimmin's and Susan 
Fatdove's Crafts, and the 
Black Womyn's Reading 
Series, will enable the wimmin 
of Maat Dompim to continue 
to do the work of developing 
the land and facilitating Maat 
Dompim projects. These hand- 
crafted items, books, etc., will 
be sold through mail, in local 
bookstores and at various 
wimmin’s events and fund 
raisers around the country. For 
further purchase 7/ or whole- 
sale info, contact: Maat 
Dompim, Women of Color 
Network, P.O. Box 7724 
Charlottesville VA 22906. Call 
(540) 992-0248. 

But part of being a federally 
recognized non-profit means 
that MAAT DOMPIM is a 
community-based organiza- 
tion, and can survive and 


grow only with continuing 
community participation and 
support. This means MAAT 
DOMPIM needs ongoing tax- 
deductible donations for mate- 
rials, labor and operating 
expenses, as well as for mort- 
gage payments. They also 
need interested wimmin to 
visit & participate. MAAT 
DOMPIM is for Womyn of 
Color, their friends, lovers and 
allies. For further information 
&/or send donations contact: 
MAAT DOMPIM, P.O. BOX 
7724, Charlottesville VA 22906. 
(504)992-0248 voicemail. 

This will not be a "commu- 
nity" or commune, per se. 
Instead it will offer limited 
short residencies for womyn 
doing retreats and projects. 
Camping and dofm space will 
be available for visitors and 
guests. It will also be a place 
for relaxation, spiritual regen- 
eration and healing. 

MAAT DOMPIM WISH LIST 

Cell Phones 

a generator 

camcorder 

lanterns 

flashlights 

Mac G3 /or i Mac 

tents 

tractor 

wood chipper 
lawn chairs 
office supplies 
bedding 
sleeping bags 
batteries 
VCR 

And they need Wimmin to 

Visit & Participate 

Grant writers 

Friends & allies 

Solar engineers 

Builders 

Architects 

Supports 

Plumbers 

Surveyors 

Fundraisers 

Cat Sitters 

Sooth sayers 

Jills of all trades 

and teachers & workshop 

leaders in all varieties of 

construction skills. 
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BOYKIN from 10 

KB: I put Dr. King on my 
birthday, it's actually the same 
day as Dr. King's speech on the 
March on Washington, Aug. 28, 
1963. 

BR: Do you think that quote 
was appropriate for you? 

KB: The quote I put on my 
birthday was: "Nothing pains 
some people more than having 
to think." It is not a quote from 
his speech that day. It is appro- 
priate for me because that is 
my life's journey and my life's 
mission, having to think more 
critically of myself. And really 
challenging other people to 
think more critically about 
issues of race and sexuality 
and gender, all of the different 
topics that people don't want 
to dwell on or get into. So I 
think that is classic for me. 

One of the things I've learn- 
ed in this journey, I read this 
book a few years ago. Conver- 
sations with God. It opened my 
mind to a new way of thinking 
about God, a more love-cen- 
tered way of thinking about 
God. Unconditional loving. 

It challenged my views of 
heaven and hell, and about sin 
and evil to the point now 
where I don't know that I actu- 
ally believe in heaven and hell, 
and I don't know that I believe 
in sin and evil. That is not to 
say that 1 don't think that there 
are things that happen that we 
experience as bad. But I think 
the key is that we experience 
them that way. But most events 
that happen, at least as I per- 
ceive them, are really neutral. 
We put value into them. 

BR: The things we don't un- 
derstand we label as evil. 

KB: That's exactly what I 
was going to say. The things 
that we can't quite grasp, a 
heinous crime, we can't under- 
stand Hitler and Nazism, and 
they are evil to us because they 
completely challenge our 
thread of existence and our 
way of life, our morality. And 
yet there is a purpose for why 
the things in our lives happen. 
What we are to do, I think, is 


learn from those experiences. 
And that is really, really diffi- 
cult for people to understand. 

BR: How did you decide to 
label each month? 

KB: That was a very difficult 
process. I knew I wanted to 
have themes for months of the 
year. Faith is enormously 
important and I put it at the 
beginning because, in my opin- 
ion, faith is the beginning 
process for all of our growth. 
And love, which I put as the 
second one. Those two princi- 
pals really ground us for 
everything. I wanted to end 
with serenity because, particu- 
larly when you get to the end 
of the year, it's really important 
for people to take stock of 
what they did and did not 
accomplish that year. Not to 
beat themselves up but to learn 
about what they are capable of, 
to be grateful for all of the 
things that they have in their 
lives, and to try to do more. 

You are not going to die hav- 
ing accomplished everything in 
life that you wanted to accom- 
plish, and if you did, they you 
really didn't aim very high. 

BR: What were the toughest 
virtues not to include? 

KB: Faith, love, honesty, 
those were easy to include. 
Balance and serenity, courage, 
determination, those were easy 
for me. Fairness is important to 
me. I think it is particularly 
important to this community 
too, to African-Americans, to 
lesbians and gays, to Black 
gays and lesbians. 

I also thought about includ- 
ing forgiveness as opposed to 
compassion. The ability to for- 
give ourselves and to forgive 
others is an incredible limiting 
aspect of our growth. A lot of 
people are still stuck on this 
issue in the past. They are 
stuck with all of the things 
they haven't done. They 
haven't met their career goals 
or whatever. They are stuck 
with what their parent's did to 
them, or somebody else has 
wronged them, they are stuck 
in the racism of the world, the 
homophobia of the world. 


What I'm saying is that those 
things may be true. But we are 
never going to be able to grow 
and develop as individuals and 
as a community if we only 
dwell on what other people 
have done to us, if we don't 
accept responsibility for what 
we can do for ourselves. 

So forgiveness means we 
have to forgive ourselves for 
any mistakes we have made, 
anything we didn't do right 
until right now. And we have 
to forgive everybody else for 
anything that they did to us, in 
order to keep moving on. 

I talk about racism and 
homophobia extensively. I talk 
about why it is important that 
we address these things. But I 
also talk about how we can't 
get bogged down in only 
focusing on these things, and 
using those as excuses not to 
do what we need to do in our 
own lives, our own families, 
our own communities. 

BR: Where did the little sym- 
bols each month come from? 

KB: I was reading a book on 
the world's religions and on 
the cover were the various 
symbols of the world's reli- 
gions. I was thinking about a 
yin-yang symbol. So I designed 
a little something and sent it 
off to the publisher. They said, 
this is a great idea and they 
came up with their own. They 
had an illustrator come up 
with 12 different designs. I 
looked through them, a few of 
them I changed because I 
didn't think they were appro- 
priate. Others we kept. My 
favorite is the one for June, a 
hand reaching up and a hand 
reaching down in the stars. 

BR: You wrote this primarily 
for the African-American com- 
munity. Why should other 
folks read it? 

KB: I think the messages are 
for the most part universal. 
There are some messages that 
are very specifically tailored to 
the community of Black les- 
bians and gays. And people 
can choose whether they want 
to read that and get something 
out of it or not. But for the 


most part it is really open. 

The very first e-mail I got 
about the book was from a 
classmate of mine from law 
school. She is a white, fairly 
conservative Christian woman 
in Texas, who must have pur- 
chased the book online. She 
sent me an e-mail saying that 
she had started reading it and 
really liked it. There is a lot in 
it that appeals to people who 
aren't Black lesbians and gays. 

Part of the reason why I 
wanted to have a book that 
was titled toward that commu- 
nity of Black lesbians and gays 
is because I felt that whatever 
marketing disadvantage there 
might be by not accepting this 
broader mandate would be 
overcome by the extreme inter- 
est within the community. 

BR: I looked at your book 
tour schedule and I got tired 
just reading it ... 

KB: People think it is glam- 
orous traveling to all of these 
places, and it can be if you 
have everybody taking care of 
all of the details for you .... But 
when you're doing it yourself 
and it is just hotel to hotel, air- 
port to airport, plane to plane, 
it can be very tiring. The reac- 
tion I've gotten is just how 
grateful people are that some- 
one finally took the time to put 
together a book like this. I've 
been kind of overwhelmed by 
it. I got an e-mail from a doctor 
in Chicago who said he pur- 
chased ten copies, is really 
excited about it, and he sent 
one to a friend of his who is a 
producer for Oprah's show. 

BR: This book seems to be a 
change in direction for you. 

KB: It is. I know that there is 
a great transition going on in 
my life right now, in many dif- 
ferent ways, spiritually, profes- 
sionally, all different aspects of 
my life. But it is only a step 
along the way, it's not where I 
hope to end up. I'm just trying 
to be at a place where I'm open 
to receiving all of the different 
things that happen. That's the 
challenge. 

Respecting the Soul is now 
in its second printing. 
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the country attended the annual Brother 2 Brother Black Men’s Retreat 
in Eureka, Missouri. Regional groups are pictured. ABOVE: St. Louis 
(left) and Chicago. BELOW: Mississippi (left), California (middle) and 
Tennessee. Photos by Israel Wright 



aoooi CHIC/160 


semi 

Private 

rooms 


A gathering for men of African Descent who love other men. 

Adodi announces our 1999 summer retreat 

Intimacy: Discovering & Working Its Full potential 

July 30 -Aug 1, 1999 
^ Wisdon House 
/// Litchfield, CT 

Payments of $250 are transferable but non-refundable 
Mail your checks payble to HOOOI HEW YORK 
543 West 43rd Street, Suite 8045, New York, NY 1 0036 


HOOOI CHIC/160 meets the first SATURDAY 
each month from 2-4pm. 

Join us at 1255 S. Wabash, Suite #2 (MOIP Offices) 

HOOOI, is the plural of H00, a Yoruba word that describes a man who loves another 
man. More than just a description of partners, in Africa, the HOOOI of the tribe were 
revered as shamans, sages and leaders. 

For more information call 312 - 458-9584 


<s> 
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How I See It 

You've 

Said Enough 

by C.C. Carter 

Dear Jenny, 

Dear Jerry, Dear Rikki, 

Just want to thank you for 
the wonderful job you've been 
doing perpetuating the nega- 
tive stereotypes that already 
exist in mainstream society 
about Lesbians, Gays, 
Transgendered, African- 
Americans (overall). Black 
men, and women. 

I never knew that we (I , 
fitting at least three of those 
categories), were so messed 
up. I guess my friends and I 
are not the norm like I 
thought. 

I mean, who knew that 
transgendered and drag 
queens were so manipulative 
and down right liars — dating 
and deceiving straight men 
for months on end, and then 
getting attitudes because the 
man wants to beat them down 
for bringing them on national 
TV then disclosing that they 
are men or pre-op. I never 
knew. My friends, Lorraine 
and Lynnell, don't seem the 
type. The civil rights and 
activist work that they com- 
mit themselves to seems so 
honest and cause worthy. I've 
never known them to hide or 
lie about who they are. 

And those gay boys, those 
"faggots/' who come out 
swinging their embellished 
idioms and sarcastic overused 
exaggerations, looking as 
trashy as their attitudes — dis- 
graceful. Alden, Michael, 
Shelton, Sanford, and all the 
other gay men who reek of 
maleness just have me fooled. 
The brothers that I know must 
have double lives. 

Organizations like Adodi 
and Brother to Brother must 
be cover-ups for training gay 
men to be so catty. And what 
about those flamboyant sissy 



boys. Boris wears his Queen- 
ess as a badge of honor. There 
is dignity in his back when he 
enters into a room, and a sas- 
sy eloquence that flows from 
his tongue when he speaks. 
Fooled, all have me fooled. 

And those Lipstick Bisexual 
Lesbians — leaving their man 
to have "flings" with their 
best friends, only to find out 
that she's sleeping with 
another man. Cat fighting on 
stage cause she lied to her 
who lied to him who lied to 
each other. What's that about? 
My friends have had five, ten, 
fifteen, and thirty year part- 
nerships and never once have 
I heard of the "crossing over 
to be with another guy" as a 
reason for their break ups. 
Butch women that I know 
don't sit back passively and 
let two femmes scratch and 
claw each other's clothes off 
while they sit in the middle 
like they're the Man. Those 
women need mentors like the 
women I know, Jackie, 

Vemita, Verna, Deb, Karl, and 
any others who'd like to take 
the challenge to mold some 
stud in the making. Femme 
women I know, claim it like 
the goddesses they are and 
wouldn't be caught dead 
breaking a nail on their fellow 
sistafriends. In fact Paula, 

Kim, and myself would find it 
truly degrading to be on your 
shows. 

Speaking of women , partic- 
ularly Black women, I have 
never been told I have too 
much junk in my truck. The 


women that I see who are 
voluptuous and full, know 
that there is a sacredness in 
their hips and the ancestors 
live in those thighs and they 
walk with a sway cause 
there's a blessing in their 
backs. Amazon queens stroll 
through my community and 
our city recognizes them for 
their strength and womaness. 
Women like Mary, Chris, Laj, 
and Gaylon, are women war- 
riors, and there is ultimate 
respect given when they walk 
into a room. By the way, 

Jenny, thank you and your 
producers for turning me 
down when I sent you my 
"Hips" poem. I was hoping to 
be a role model for the wo- 
men who were on your show 
and misrepresenting them- 
selves with too tight pants 
and inappropriate dresses. I 
guess you didn't want me to 
tell them they were Queens 
and their beauty lies in their 
attitude, not the magnitude of 
their bodies squeezed into 
skimpy clothing. 

I want to thank you all for 
consistently letting me know 
that interracial only means 
Black man with white woman. 
For portraying Black males as 
the only stallions and players, 
who prey on single white 
females. Flaunting white big- 
breasted beauty queens on the 
stage and putting the camera 
on all the young Black males 
whooping and hollering over 
them. For having Black males 
sit in the middle of two white 
women screaming and yelling 
about how good he does it to 
her, yet he doesn't have a job, 
and how he won't take care of 
his children. I must thank my 
father and my brother for 
doing me a favor. Black 
women who are overly 
assertive and extremely 
scandalous and conniving — 
no wonder they don't want 
us. I must tell my mother that 
she should be grateful for 
having a man at all. 

So how I see it, is you are 


defiantly doing your part in 
making sure that the world 
continues to view us as sick, 
unstable, immoral characters 
from some very badly written 
staged performance. That we 
who live very "quote" normal 
lives are too uninteresting to 
be viewed and don't increase 
your ratings. Or maybe you 
have no desire to set the re- 
cord "straight," that there are 
those of us who are so not like 
what you portray on screen, 
walking and working, and 
stable, and more adjusted 
than the world wants to 
know. 

Oh yeah, and Oprah with 
your, "I want to Change Your 
Life TV" — you who has the 
world in your bank account, 
have the ultimate power to 
change the perception of how 
people view us, but won't. I 
remember when you began to 
change people's lives, and 
you said, "I promise my view- 
ers that I will not do Those 
type of shows again." Those 
type of shows are exactly 
what we need to combat the 
Jerrys, the Jennys, and the 
Rikkis. With all of the life 
changing you've committed to 
doing, our lives don't count. 
I'll give it to you for having 
Ellen on, again, but what 
about the homophobia in the 
Black Community. 

How about putting Renae, 
or Marjorie, or Willa, or Keith 
on your show. Let them repre- 
sent us with class and honor. 

It was OK to address gay 
issues when you were pro- 
moting your gay hairdressers' 
book, but after that, "Those" 
kind of shows no longer 
appealed to you. How 'bout it 
Oprah? Change the way peo- 
ple view our lives. Now I 
could be wrong, but that's 
how I see it. Go Jenny, Go 
Jerry, Go Rikki, GoGoGo Go, 
No for real though. Please go. 
You've said too much and I've 
had enough. 

Sincerely, C.C. Carter, 
Black, Lesbian, Femme 
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ON 

LOVING 
THE MEN 
WE ARE 

by John-Martin Green 

As Black same-gender-lov- 
ing men we have, all our lives, 
been dually oppressed. As 
men, we have been doubly 
shunned, abused and ren- 
dered invisible for being 
African and for being same 
sex prone. From the cradle we 
were given to understand that 
the men we would be were 
doubly bad, wrong and unac- 
ceptable. These signals, ren- 
dered in epithets like "nigger" 
and "faggot" have come from 
both the larger society, a.k.a. 
white folks and, too frequent- 
ly, from our own families and 
communities as well. For this 
inexorable denial of our 
humanity and specifically, our 
manhood — nigger meaning 
sub-human, and faggot mean- 
ing less than man — many of 
us have retreated from large 
portions of our man-selves. In 
fact, "She," "Miss Thing," 
"Girlfriend," or "Queen," used 
in reference to a man are all 
tantamount to "Nigger" 
because they are every bit as 
much a denial of that man's 
masculinity. So, just as we 
internalized a white suprema- 
cist model of experience which 
gave us to see 'white/ as 
'right/ we also internalized 
this culture's homophobia and 
heterosexism which gaye 
many of us to believe that we 
are so in-valid as men that it's 
easier simply tapping our 
female energies. 

We must harken back to the 
strengths of our fathers to find 
more balance, grace and joy in 
being the men we are. We 
honor the image of woman- 
hood. The strong Black 
woman, the defiant white 
woman, woman. Our strong 


identification with women is, 
in some instances, rooted in 
formative years during which 
the models who appeared to 
us to be more stable, resilient 
and whole were women. We 
must identify and tap into 
those areas of experience 
through which our fathers, 
uncles, grandfathers, brothers, 
male friends and neighbors 
have been good, and power- 
ful, and triumphant and splen- 
did. Harkening back to the 
strengths of our fathers may 
help to relax some of the ten- 
sion and pressure of being the 
very special Black men that 
we are. In order to enjoy more 
balance, having incarnated as 
male, we must embrace and 
celebrate our man selves. Our 
father which art within us hal- 
lowed be thy name. The fact of 
the matter is that even the 
most cloistered and repressed 
among our fathers lived 
through extraordinary torture. 
For this torture many Black 
men were not paragons of bal- 
ance. To the extent that this 
may have been the case for 
any of us, we afford ourselves 
tremendous healing reflecting 
on them as generously as we 
can. Likewise, those among us 
who had Black father figures 
who were able to be there for 
us and who did not act out 
their torture at their families' 
expense, may also benefit 
from examining the value we 
place on those men's essences 
in our lives and selves. 

To be a Black man in 
America when my father was 
a Black man in America was to 
be consistently thwarted. My 
father was one of those tor- 
tured brothers. And as he was 
tortured, he often tortured us. 
God Bless him, he was beyond 
bitter, he was enraged and had 
gone mad before I ever met 
him. Among my earliest child- 
hood memories is a scene in 
which, at age four, I stood in 
the middle of our dining room 
floor one night transfixed in 
terror, screaming for my father 


to stop hitting my mother, 
while my older brothers tried 
to pull him away from her. I 
also remember him rallying 
Black people about the won- 
derfulness of their blackness 
in his big, booming, bass voice 
from the same pulpit 
Reverend Powell did. I 
remember him rushing me to 
the hospital when I couldn't 
breathe in the middle of 
countless frigid winter nights. 

I remember his standing up 
with my mother to a belliger- 
ent white teacher who'd seat- 
ed me by a window where I'd 
been miserably cold. I remem- 
ber those rare and funny 
moments when he was so 
happy he would try to sing. 

When they still classified 
homosexuality as a mental 
illness, one of the reasons they 
told us we were so was 
because we'd had destructive 
male role models against 
whom we were rebelling. That 


ain't it. We were bom Adodi. 
The point is that, just as we 
have learned what many 
women of this generation 
have been trying to teach their 
men — how to access and 
celebrate our female energy — 
we must also learn or relearn 
how to celebrate our male 
energy. If we do not, a vital 
part of our life force is being 
lost to the world and to us. 
Central to our uniqueness and 
power as same-gender-loving 
Black men is our extraordi- 
nary ability to experience 
through both our male and 
female sources. 

It is that two-spirit embodi- 
ment we walk the world with 
which, when we are balanced 
in it, gives us the capacity to 
be gatekeepers, shamans, 
sages, etc. 

Father's Day is 
June 20. 


Chicago* s African 

American 
LesbigagTrans 
Performance Ensemble 


A Real Read 

& 

Bailiwick Arts Center 
Present 

Conversation with A Diva 

by Playwright Dr. Shirlene Holmes 
Directed by Johnathan Wilson 

Conversation With A Diva is the sassy, 
touching, and triumphant story of the self 
appointed Sir Damone and his journey to 
discover what it means to be a proud Black 
gay man. Jeff Citation award winning actor 
Byron Stewart shares with us Sir Damone’s 
life, loves, losses and laughter in a delight- 
ful evening of theatre. 

Preview - Tuesday, June 1 at 7:30pm 
Opening night - Wednesday, June 2 at 7:30pm 
Regular performances : Wednesdays at 7:30pm, 
Saturdays at 2:30pm and Sundays at 5:30pm 
The play runs through July 4th. 

There is no performance Sunday June 27th 



Performances at: 

Bailiwick Arts Center 
1229 W. Belmont Ave. 
Ticket Info (773) 883-1090 


For more info about 

A Real Read 

www. uic.edu/orgs/arealread 
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Leather Scene 

by Cain Berlinger 

Combating racism means 
becoming a part of the commu- 
nity and fighting our battles 
from within. What happens 
when any of those doors seem 
slammed shut. Men Of 
Discipline, a leather BDSM fra- 
ternity, was accused of doing 
just that. 1 had the privilege of 
speaking with MOD D.C. 
founding member, Lt. Colonel 
Ron Meshanko, on the alleged 
racist policies of MOD. 

MOD DC ( MODSF) is an 
alternative BDSM fraternity for 
gay men serious about the 
leather /uniform lifestyle, bridg- 
ing the OLD and NEW guard, 
attracting those interested in 
BDSM into the leather tribe. 
Enforcing the disciplines of SM 
& Leathersex, expanding limits, 
control, dominance — submis- 
sion, authority, rules, punish- 
ment, etc. We are also talking 
about behavior patterns, the 
way a person acts, the manner 
in which a person conducts 
himself. 

CB: Is MOD racist? 

RM: MOD has had the stigma 
of being a neo-Nazi group 
because of our military disci- 
pline and uniforms. Out maga- 
zine did a story about MOD in 
1996 that made references to us 
as being "neo-Nazi" in appear- 
ance. We are totally dedicated 
to inclusivity and have people 
of color and Jewish members, 
one of our founders was Puerto 
Rican. Recruits are observed to 
see that they respect everyone 
regardless of sex, age, creed, 
and race. We do not accept 
members who manifest any dis- 
criminatory behaviors or who 
adhere to ideologies that dis- 
criminate against others. 

CB: Does MOD feel unfairly 
challenged as a group because 
of this image? 

RM: Many Gay men discrimi- 
nate against women, and het- 
erosexuals as much as POC. 
MOD has been very active in 
coalition building with various 
groups in the leather tribe to be 
more inclusionary of everyone. 



MOD have to go the extra mile 
to disprove unfair rumors lev- 
eled against us. Our uniforms 
draw attention to us. We have 
the responsibility to ensure that 
we present an image that is true 
to the mission and purpose of 
the fraternity. 

CB: What are you doing in 
the way of outreach into the 
communities? 

RM: This past year we accept- 
ed our first African-American 
member and our first transgen- 
dered male member. We've had 
public demos in which women 
have participated. The problem 
is public misconception and 
ignorance, prejudice and 
bigotry, homophobia and 
SMphobia. Two female Black 
title holders marched with us at 
NYC Gay Pride in 1996. Jill 
Carter flogged me on P Street in 
Dupont Circle during BHT's 
leather carnival, and still the 
rumors fly! 

CB: Will MOD be the catalyst 
to flushing out racists in the 
community? 

RM: I have told at least three 
men that MOD would not 
accept their applications 
because they told me they were 
glad we did not have any Black 
members (at the time), horri- 
fied, I informed them that this 
was against our Codes of 
Discipline. 

Unfortunately, some people 
like to hold on to their ideas, 
they WANT us to be a certain 
way and we are adamant in 
stating "no!" We have received 
many disparaging comments 
from leather men/fratemities 
for associating with women. It 
is an awkward position to be in, 
particularly when a man that I 
lust after, and discriminatory 
comments come from him 
changing that lust to disgust 


and sadness. We say we are one 
Leather Nation, ONE Leather 
Tribe, however, the seeds of dis- 
crimination are firmly planted 
within each of us. It takes time, 
reflection and action to boldly 
make change. 

Send comments suggestions to 
wri tercain@aol . com 

Thy Cup 
Runneth Over 

Transgendered Youths — 
Interview with Mercedes 
Bone Marie. 

by Lynnell 
Stephani Long 

"Your prejudice is not hurting 
me. Your prejudice and your 
bigotry are hurting your nieces, 
your nephews, your sons and 
your daughters. They are our 
future, and they may be 
Transgendered." — Lynnell 
Stephani (from my performance 
piece, "No More Pretending.") 

It has always been my mis- 
sion to do my best to reach out 
to transgendered. youths. I 
remember when I was a teen- 
ager, I searched constantly for a 
role model. I found one, but she 
was a transgendered prostitute, 
named Roxanne. Back in the 
70s, the only transgendered 
women that were visible on the 
South Side were the girls on the 
street. Although it was difficult 
for me to relate to them, it 
helped to know that I was not 
alone in my gender dsyphoria. 

I met Mercedes at the Unity 
Conference, in the ladies room. 
As we both touched up our 
make-up and lipstick, she felt 
self-conscious about her looks, 
and asked me did she look like 
a man. I told her no, that she 
was a beautiful woman, and 
asked her is she was she trans- 
gendered. She said yes, I then 
came out to her as Intersex. Her 
mouth dropped, and she com- 
plimented me on my beauty. 

We talked awhile, and I told her 
about my mission as a Trans/ 
Intersex Activist. To my dismay 
she said she has never read 
BLACKlines, and she wasn't 
aware of my column or the 
writing of HIV /AIDS activist. 



Sanford Gaylord. I found 
Mercedes very interesting, and 
asked her for an interview. She 
agreed. 

Mercedes is a 16-year-old 
transgendered teen. She says 
she has been aware that she is 
transgendered since the age of 
13. "They (her family) didn't 
approve of it at first, now they 
are starting to approve of it. My 
cousin said since I'm starting to 
look more and more like a 
female, every time she sees me 
she would respect me and call 
me Mercedes." Mercedes goes 
to DuSable High School. I asked 
her if the students at her school 
accept her, she said, "Some boys 
mess with me, but after awhile I 
learned to ignore them. Some of 
the people (at DuSable) know 
me as Mercedes. My friends call 
me Mercedes." 

Mercedes expressed an inter- 
est in taking female hormones. 
"It's hard for me to get consent 
(to take hormones) because I 
am a ward of the State. My 
guardian (her Aunt) doesn't 
want to give me consent to take 
hormones. The State won't give 
me consent. There was a lady 
that came and talked to me and 
told me she could fight DCFS 
and get my consent papers 
signed. They might sign them 
when I finish therapy (psy- 
chotherapy) or I might have to 
wait until I'm 18. She (her 
guardian /aunt) says she prefers 
for me not to change into a 
female in front of the kids. 

There are a lot of kids in the 
house. All of them (the kids) are 
starting to see me change slow- 
ly. My little cousin said I look 
pretty as a girl. It seems like the 
kids are starting to understand 
it," Mercedes said. 

Turn to page 33 


5i^AC.KLINES ▼ 


Page 28 ▼ 


June 1999 


Black 

Pearls 

by Sukie de la Croix 

Excerpts from an interview 
with a 67-year-old African- 
American gay man 

First gay bar I 
went to in Chicago ... 

"The first bar was called the 
430 — they called it the dirty 
thirty — it was on 43rd street and 
that was the first one I remem- 
ber growing up. That was in the 
'40s. It was in a Black neighbor- 
hood, but most of the merchants 
on the South Side were white. 
Most of the merchants lived out 
of the community in white 
neighborhoods but they come 
and make their money in the 
Black neighborhoods. And even 
though they were in the Black 
neighborhood they wouldn't 
even hire Black people. That's 
why they were burned out. The 
bar was owned by whites, but 
there was Blacks in there and 
whites coming from the North 
Side and the Gold Coast. There 
would be bums, every segment 
of society, and there would be 
women in mink coats, white 
women in mink coats mingling; 
they were there to pick up Black 
men. And you would have lim- 
ousines drive up in front of the 
bar. It was a mixture but it was 
considered a gay bar." 

The Kitty Kat ... 

"That was the main bar that 
everybody went to, that came 
later, the 430 was ten years earli- 
er. I was too young to go to the 
430, we used to sit outside and 
watch people go in and out, but 
when I got older the Kitty Kat 
came about in the '50s. In those 
days the bars were more inte- 
grated, it was like a white male 
wanted to meet a Black woman, 
they would go to a gay bar. The 
straight people would go to the 
gay bars to mix the lines, you 
had an element of people who 
wanted to hide their lives. So 
the Kitty Kat had an amateur 
hour, and Hi Fi, he was a big fat 
drag queen, he died later on. He 
was in this movie The 


Penitentiary. His name was Hi-Fi 
and he was a big fat Black fel- 
low who would get in drag and 
emcee the amateur hour on 
Tuesdays and Thursday nights. 
In the old days you could go to 
a lot of parties, you could pick 
from like ten parties you could 
go to on Friday and Saturday 
nights. Everybody was giving 
parties and Black people if they 
had jobs, or they were accom- 
plished, would show off what 
they had, a new apartment, or 
what have you, so there were 
always parties. And they would 
all end up at the Kitty Kat; it 
was packed, you couldn't even 
get through there half the time." 

The First Church of 
Deliverance ... 

"And Rev. Cobb's church ... 
which was the gay church back 
then ... they would all pull out 
of Cobb's and go straight to the 
Kitty Kat. So the Kitty Kat was 
almost like a meeting ground 
before the evening was over on 
the weekend, you ended up 
there at the Kitty Kat." 

The Parkside ... 

"At 51st and Cottage Grove 
they had a bar called the 
Parkside, we would go from 
one to the other. They had one 
over in Hyde Park but it wasn't 
considered gay, but it was like 
undercover gay. It was sup- 
posed to be straight, but you 
know how it is. It was the 
House of Tiki, I think. There 
were a couple of places, one on 
47th and one on 51st, but I can't 
remember the names of those, 
but those were sort of like ... in 
those days a bar could become 
gay by just getting a bartender, 
you know what I mean, or it 
would be a good place for cruis- 
ing, and gradually you would 
start hanging out and picking 
up tricks. The bar wouldn't be 
gay, but gay people would go 
there. And there were some of 
those along 47th and 51st 
street." 

Parties ... 

"This is another thing that 
happened, it seems more pro- 
gressively as gays got more 
opportunities, you would think 
they would obtain a more close- 


ness, but actually they separat- 
ed, because in the old days they 
depended on each other. It was 
against the law to even have a 
gay party. We used to have par- 
ties and they would be raided. 

If somebody wasn't invited ... 
there used to be a fellow named 
Terry Beech and he was consid- 
ered to be one of the most 
vicious on the South Side ... he's 
dead now ... but if you didn't 
invite him, your party would be 
raided. In the old days it was 
half men and half women, les- 
bians and gays depended on 
each other. If the lesbians had a 
party they would invite gay fel- 
lows, and if the fellows had a 
party they would invite the 
women, because when the 
police raided all you did was 
switch partners. So they 
couldn't say it was a gay party. 
But if they came up there and 
found a bunch of men they'd 
take them all to jail, so we 
depended on each other. And as 
women became more liberated 
and got more rights they sepa- 
rated, and as a matter of fact 
they got to the point where they 
couldn't stand each other. They 
called each other dykes and fag- 
gots, then you began to have 
lesbian bars and then regular 
bars, but the lesbians always 
came to the fellow's bars. In the 
old days all the parties and the 
bars were more mixed. The sep- 
aration of lesbian bars didn't 
come about until much later." 

Memory Check: In the 1961 
movie Raisin In The Sun starring 
Sidney Poitier and Claudia 
McNeil, there are a couple of 
scenes filmed in a bar. The bar 
used was the Kitty Kat Qub- 
it's a rare chance to see an old 
Black gay bar. The play Raisin In 
The Sun was written by 
Chicago-born Lorraine 
Hansberry (1930-1965), believed 
to be a lesbian. The play won 
the New York Drama Circle 
Award, a first for an African- 
American. It also marked the 
first time a Black woman had a 
play produced on Broadway. 

Send your stories and informa- 
tion to Sukie de la Croix at 
BLACKlines He also interviews 
over the phone or by e-mail 
sukie@wwa.com 


Bronzeville — 
Back in the Day 

by Charles E. Clifton 

Featured this month are the 
words of Lester Coleman, a 72- 
year-old loving his retirement 
and now living in Philadelphia. 

"I can recall back in 1942 or 
'43, somewhere around that 
time, my sister Sheila was 
involved in a leaflet protest 
campaign to stop the Jim Crow 
policy of the owners of the 
White City Skating Rink. I think 
it was down on Cottage Grove 
around 63rd. The owners of the 
rink had a practice of enforcing 
whites only and Blacks only 
days. I discovered that protests 
were organized by CORE 
[Committee of Racial Equality] 
— a group of students based at 
the UC — for their time I 
suppose you could call them 
radicals. Anyway, Sheila was 
helping pass out leaflets on the 
weekends in front of the rink 
and she recruited me and 
Jimmy into helping her. Jimmy 
was the boy I was seeing at the 
time. 

"Yeah, I was about 15 years 
old and he was about 17. We 
had met at Washington Park 
one Sunday afternoon. He was 
my first real love. I'll never for- 
get him. He eventually enlisted 
in the army, because he couldn't 
find a job here in Chicago. Yeah, 
I'll have to tell you about my 
different jobs after high school. 
As a Black man it was hard try- 
ing to find and keep a job after 
the war. I never heard from him 
[Jimmy] again after he left 
Chicago. 

"Anyway we used to help out 
Shelia and her friends on Friday 
or Saturday nights. I guess that 
was really the first time I came 
face to face with the social 
inequalities — you know right 
there in my own neighborhood. 
Everyone [Blacks] was aware of 
the employment and education- 
al problems we faced in this 
city, but this was a problem that 
we as young people felt like we 
could step up and do something 
about. So we did. 

Turn to page 34 
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GURLLLology 
101 thru 401 

Academic Networking 

by Vicky Nabors 

We have recently entered the 
parent appreciation season with 
Mother's Day behind us and 
Father's Day just around the 
corner. I want to acknowledge 
the many lesbians out there who 
are both mother and father to 
their children. During my late 
teen years I realized that I want- 
ed my own biological children, 
a girl and a boy. Years later, my 
wish materialized and currently, 

I have a 20-year-old daughter 
and a 14-year-old son that have 
been raised by my partner and I, 
and a host of lesbian and 
straight friends, and family. I've 
learned that a female can't be a 
male role model to her children. 

Tired of Being 
Sick and Tired 

d.l. sanders 

The recent shootings in 
Colorado made me sick. I was 
angry at the way I watched the 
press call it a tragic shooting 
because it happened in such a 
good town (READ: NOT THAT 
MANY PEOPLE OF COLOR). It 
was made more tragic by the 
fact that the press did not report 
the truth. They covered up the 
fact that the murder was racially 
motivated and that it was done 
on Hitler's birthday as a celebra- 
tion. How could this happen, 
they asked, and the talking 
heads blamed it on being loners, 
mistreated by peers instead of 
good old-fashioned American 
racism. That alone did not force 
me to sit down and write this 
article, it was the response from 
my community. I wasn't going 
to write this because I'm 
referred to enough as the angry 
Black man. I'm not angry — I'm 
passionate. But of course if I 
wasn't Black that would be your 
word of choice anyway. 

I listened to Black folks say 
that we can't get angry or upset 
over racially motivated attacks, 
they are sick and need our 
prayers. They excused the press 
by saying they didn't want to 
incite a racial war if they report- 



especially to a son, but she can 


provide for many of their social 
needs that are traditionally pro- 
vided for by the father; surro- 
gate males have also been help- 
ful in filling in the blanks. 

I've enjoyed stepping in as 
'dad' for sports activities such as 
Little League and Karate with 
both of my kids. Whew! I will 
never forget those little chats 
about life from a female/butch 
prospective (the sperm thing 
really got under my skin, but I 

ed that they 

blew off the 
face of Isiah 
Showvel and 
yelled, "Let's 
find another 
nigger." I see 
their point. 

How long will we have to be the 
ones sitting by forgiving and 
praying for everyone who does 
wrong to us as a people. 

I respect the basic principles of 
Dr. King. He was a man who 
used wisdom and knew when it 
was time to move to the next 
level. I think he would agree 
that our asses are sore and our 
praying knee worn out. I can't 
take any more. I'm tired of being 
sick and tired. For years we have 
sat back and forgiven them their 
trespasses. There comes a time 
when you say "enough" and 
take care of business. 

The hatemonger, you may call 
me, well so what. Try to have a 
conversation about race relations 
with someone outside our com- 
munity. You might hear the fol- 
lowing things: Racism is not as 
bad as it used to be. You can 
vote just like me. You have the 
same opportunities as I do. My 
personal favorite, look Black 
people are just as bad, they 
cheered when O] got off. Memo 
to the world: No one was cheer- 
ing that OJ got away with mur- 


handled it like a pro and quietly 
puked later). And, I thank God 
for a fern partner who stepped 
up during my daughter's teen 
years to do the girly stuff with 
her at the mall (yuck). Being a 
butch woman. I've come to 
understand I can't travel too far 
in the fern nor stud direction 
before I become uncomfortable 
with myself. However, I've 
found I'm more comfortable 
doing stuff with my son than 
my daughter. 

Anyway, another reason I've 
traveled into the world of par- 
enthood is because it is directly 
linked to my personal academic 
goal of becoming a professor. It 
has not been an easy road for 
me since I chose to have my 
own children instead of raising 
someone else's kids. Similarly, 
I've met a lot of lesbian students 
(young and old) who also have 

der, we were cheering because a 

Black man bought the same sys- 
tem you've been buying for 
years but mostly because Johnny 
Cochran was an exceptional 
lawyer that ripped apart your 
legal system. 

I'm feeling quite revolutionary, 
wearing my Black Panther T- 
shirt and all. Shaking huh? I pro- 
pose we stop praying and start 
fighting back. Don't go out and 
pick up a weapon — use the 
weapons they give us. Play their 
game better. Don't allow these 
sorry elected officials to be the 
voice for us. Quit saying that's 
the way it is and make it the 
way it should be. Vote — a few 
more votes and we would still 
have a Black U.S. Senator. De- 
program your friends and fami- 
ly who think racism is a thing of 
the past. Take to heart the words 
"by any means necessary." Make 
a change, we have a future to 
think about and a past to 
remember, and they don't want 
us to remember that past. That 
goes for in the gay community 
too. Racism doesn't end at the 
doorstep of boys' town. If any- 
thing it increases because they 
are arrogant enough to think 
that pink triangle makes them 
immune. ... It's sort of out of my 
system but I did write a poem 
that was little more, let's say 
colorful. Say goodnight Grade. 


children and shared stories of an 
ongoing struggle to remain in 
academia to complete their de- 
gree programs. It becomes diffi- 
cult at times to balance a sched- 
ule of employment and course 
work with being a responsible 
parent. There are only so many 
hours in each day to accomplish 
a multitude of goals and respon- 
sibilities, not to mention time for 
yourself. Unfortunately, a very 
good friend of mine recently 
dropped out of her undergrad 
program because of parental 
stress; hopefully she will be able 
to return in the near future. I 
strongly suspect that my friend 
probably represents many sistas 
who have dropped out due to 
overwhelming responsibilities. 
Kids have tons of needs and 
each day is unpredictable. I 
even met a woman who has 
been taking one course a semes- 
ter, wow! It will take her a long 
time to complete her BA, but I 
admire her determination. 

Everyone, even moms, can 
achieve their academic goals 
through various means and we 
must believe that all things are 
possible (from our religious 
roots), and continue to press 
towards that dream until it has 
been achieved. It is said that 
knowledge is power and having 
that power is the key to unlimit- 
ed personal freedom. Isn't that 
why most of us go to college? I 
know, a lot of you want to get 
paid big bucks or want to make 
your childhood dream of a par- 
ticular career become a reality. 
Still, in obtaining a degree you 
elevate your employment and 
earning potential well above 
that of moms without degrees 
making life a little less stressful. 
So, during this parent apprecia- 
tion season I want to wish all of 
you lesbian moms a very happy 
Mother's and Father's Day. It is 
my prayer that somewhere dur- 
ing this season you get some 
well-earned time off to rest, 
reflect, meditate, heal, re-group, 
and come back fighting to get 
yours. Thanks to my compas- 
sionate and supportive compan- 
ion, I'll get some much-needed 
rest too. PEACE. 

Replies to vlmbors@neiu.edu or 
Lambda Publications. 
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CLEANING SERVICE 

GENE’S CLEANING SERVICE: “The Cleaning 
People. ” Apartments-Offices-Homes-Businesses. 
Office: 773-924-5733. Fax: 773-924-5877. By 
Appointment Only. (6/99) 

COMMERCIAL 
SPACE FOR RENT 

ARTISTS AND HEALING ARTS Practitioners 
can have shared space at new North Side Urban Art 
Retreat location for $100 monthly rental member- 
ship. If you need a place to draw or paint, or a 
place to offer massage or talk therapy, call (773) 
275-1319. Do you need meeting space or work- 
shop space or to rent gallery space? Super afford- 
able. (3/99) 

DATING SERVICE 

ALTERNATIVE CONNECTIONS. Chicago's 
serious dating service catering to professional 
women. Don’t waste time looking for that special 
someone — let our personalized matching service 
do the looking for you! Call (312) 802-2144. 
(5/99) 

HELP WANTED 

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT/ 

Volunteer Coordinator. The Lesbian 
Community Cancer Project (LCCP) is seeking 
a full-time Administrative Assistant/ Volunteer 
Coordinator. Prior administrative and volun- 
teer coordination experience necessary. 
Excellent writing, computer (Microsoft Word, 
Excel, Filemaker Pro, Quickbooks or similar 
software), organizational and interpersonal 
skills essential. Send resume and cover letter 
to: LCCP, 4753 N. Broadway, Suite 
602, Chicago, IL 60640. Fax 773-561- 
1830. (6/5) 

NURSE COORDINATOR: The Harambee 
Wellness Centre of HOWARD BROWN Health 
Center, the Midwest’s leading gay, lesbian, and 
bisexual health center, seeks a Nurse Coordinator 
to coordinate and deliver high quality healh care 
services to clients, including STD testing and HIV 
primary care. BSN with current Illinois RN license 
required. 3-5 years clinical, supervisory, 
program planning and QI experience 
desirable. Ability to work with diverse 
clients and staff. Send resume to C. 

Reid, Director of Human 
Resources, 4025 N. Sheridan Rd., 

Chicago, IL 60613, FAX (773) 

388-8887. No calls please. EOE. 

(4/99) 

FAMILY MATTERS, an award-win- 
ning, life affirming, family and commu- 
nity focused organization, is seeking a 
Director for our teen girls program. We 
offer a positive and supportive work 
environment to someone with 3-5 
years’ experience working with teen 
girls and their families. Program seeks 


to address emotional, spiritual 
and physical health needs of 
participants and includes men- 
toring, policy and community 
service components. Salary is competitive and 
benefits are excellent. Please send resume to Kim 
DeLong, Executive Director, 1512 W. 
Juneway Terrace, Chicago 60626 or fax 
resume to 773-338-6335. (4/99) 

DPG, Inc. & P.H.A.T. (Plenty of Hips Ass & 
Tits) are hiring. This Plus Size (& Medium Build) 
Bi-Sexual Female Erotic Dance Group needs top- 
less waitresses & dancers. Serious only 1-800- 
997-0447. High self-eseteem. (4/99) 

HOME SERVICES 

REMODELING EXPERTS. Specializes in ALL 
Interior & Exterior designer renovations. All of 
my workers are salaried employees. Unlike most 
companies, we don’t sub-contract out to do your 
work! In fact sometimes they call me to do their 
work. You can save money and have perfect 
results. Give me a call. References. Licensed 
& Insured. Jim 773-549-5678. (3/99) 

PHOTOGRAPHY 

BAD, BOLD, AND BLACK: For sampler set (8 
men, 8 photos), send age (21+), signature, $10, to 
Zebra Studios, P.O. Box 138271, Chicago, IL 
60613. (Potential models welcome!). (2/00) 

TRAVEL 

GETAWAY COTTAGES in new Buffalo, 
Mich., 1-1/2 hours from Chicago. Near beach, 
restaurants, shopping. VCR/TV. 2 or 3 bed- 
room, fireplace, (312) 287-2400; 1-800-44- 
ENVOY. (9/98) 

WhuzzUp this week in D.C.? Men’s Event & 
Info Line in the Black Gay Capitol: 1-900-963- 
0230 ($1.95 per min). "• ALSO TRY MALE- 
BOX MAGAZINE: The Intimate Opinions, 
Experiences & Emotions of Black Gay Men 
$24/12 issues (hdcpy only). Malebox2@aol.com 

ADULT SERVICES 

PENIS, NIPPLE enlargement Professional 
vacuum pumps or surgical enlargement. Gain 1- 
3”. Permanent, safe. Enhance erection. For 
FREE Brochures call: Dr. Joel Kaplan, (312) 
409-1950. Latest enlargement information 1- 
900-976-PUMP ($2.95 min.), e-mail us at 
www.drjoelkaplan.com (7/99) 


Israel Wright Photographs, Inc. 

3606 North Pine Grove 
Avenue 3J 
Chicago, IL60613 

PH: 773-871-1645 
Fax: 773-871-2516 

email: 

iwright294@aol.com 



BEBBia 


BLACK- 

LINES 

is seeking 

photo- 

graphers 

to cover 
community 
events, 
clubs, 
sports, 
and more. 

Call BLACKlincs to arrange 
for an interview. 
Professional experience not 
necessary. 

Your published work 
will be paid for. 

(773) 871-7610. 

Ask for Lajaunessce or Israel. 



chor 
ortgage 


Toni Carrigan 

Mortgage Consultant 


Voice (312) 409-6007 

Fax: (773) 262-8762 
Pager: (312) 851-0644 

Conventional, 

FHA & VA, Refinancing. 
Prequalifications , 
Single-Family or multi-unit. 
City and Suburban. 

▼ Family Friendly 


Mary M. York 
Rosemary S. Mulryan 


Mulryan & York 

Attorneys at Law 

3442 N. Southport 
(773) 248-8887 

HE. Adams, Suite 1008 
(312) 922-9344 
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Those who have VOICE following their 
printed introductions have also left recorded 
introductions. Dial 1 (900) 454-0101. 

To keep your free voice box active con- 
tinuously, you need only continue checking 
weekly. As long as your box remains active, 
new respondents using the Browse option, 
and seeking your profile traits, will be able 
leave messages. 

WARNINGS: 1. We no longer accept for 
print home phone numbers or addresses. 2. 
Vice officers sometimes respond to suspect 
ads in an effort to uncover illegal activity. 

Note: sex-for-money agreements (even if no 
sex occurs) are illegal. 

CODE: ISO = In Search Of 

Men 

Looking for love, friendship, romance, 

passion and more with a Black, tall skinny 
guy. Nice looking Mexican, 27, 150#. 100% 
romantic, loyal, sincere, mature, responsible, 
looking and acting straight. Just want some- 
one real, no games please, photo will be 
appreciated, Can we try? NL/Voice52829 
(7) 

Naked hung PGWM, 30, seeks others into 
nudity & long hot mutual j/o sessions, week- 
ends are best, 24 hours. 312 661-9003VM 
(6/16) 

Sex, romance, hot top 5’9”, 155#, 25 

y/o, Bi BM military discreet seeks slim/skinny 
bottom any race under 37 y/o Page Leo 
(312)216-9101 (7) 

Chicagoland: I’m interested to find 
Blacks, Bears (very hairy) and Latinos, 
Puerto Ricans, for passionate encounters and 
friendship. Me: Latino. You won’t regret. No 
smokers. NLBox431 (7) 

PGBM, 5’ 11”, 185#, 48 y/o, HIV+, alco- 
hol/drug/smoke free, bald, pierced ears, reli- 
gious, uninhibited, ISO meaningful LTR, simi- 
lar. NL Box 423 (7) 

I know you’re out there. I’m looking to 
meet the most huge cummers in Chicago; it’s 
my fetish. A plus for Blacks and Hispanics, 
especially Puerto Ricans. Me: Latino, very 
passionate, hairy. I won’t disappoint you. 
NL425 (7) 

Very attractive SGM, 38, successful, easy 
going, romantic and fun. Fuiero encontrar un 
hombre latino especial para una amistad o 
para una relacion amorosa. Yo apreciaria 
una foto si es posible. Respond to LPS, 

6311 Fairview Ave., Suite 145, 
Westmont. IL. 60559 (7) 

Dominant SBM NYC, mature honest, athe- 
ist, strict master, sane, friendly, seeks 
Black/Latina submissive female 24+ to serve 
me. NYC nearby. (No phonies, D/D, smok- 
ers.) Maids, rollerbladers welcome! Photo, 
phone. NLBox 429 (8) 

WOMEN 

Cute, fun-loving, clean, single, spiritual, 
non-smoking, employed, very oral woman 
ISO the same in a, femme. Please 2yrs or 
more experience. 25-35 yrs. To receive a 
friend and future lover call (773) 226- 
9045. Press 1, leave number, Press 2, leave 
name and number, please no bi’s. (7) 


Personals 


How to place an ad: 

*■ The first 20 words are free; each additional 
word is 25c. Ads run 2 Months. ADS ARE 
FOR ONE-ON-ONE MATCHES. Groups 
wishing to place ads in personals can do so 
at CLASSIFIED rates ($10/30 words for 1 
month, 3 months $27). 

In addition to your ad, send your name, 
address, home phone & signature. 

You will be assigned a free voice-mailbox 
number, unless you specify you do not want 
one. You can record a voice-mail message 
for free; retrieving messages costs $1 .79 per 
minute Upon receipt of your ad, we will send 




your voice-mailbox code and info on how to 
use the system. 

You can rent BLACKlines mailbox/$6 per 
month, if you wish to have written responses 
forwarded to you; we send them out once a 
week. (If you have your own PO Box, voice 
mail #, e-mail or beeper #, we request $5 per 
2 months. We DO NOT accept ads with 
home address/phone) 

•- Deadline is 10th of each month for next 
BLACKlines. You can also run in Nightlines 
and Outlines and En La Vida. 

How to respond to an ad: 

*■ If an ad ends with an NL/V #, you can reply 
by mail or by phone to that ad (some ads will 
list an address + a voice-mail # in parenthe- 


ses— either send your reply to the address as 
it appears or reply by voice- mail). 

▼ If ad ends with NL BOX #, you can only 
reply by mail. If it ends with Voice #, you can 
only reply by phone (written replies will not be 
forwarded). 

To respond in writing, send letter to the 
NL/V # or NL BOX # specified at the end of 
the ad, c/o BLACKlines, 1115 W. Belmont, 
2-D, Chgo, IL 60657. Respond to all others 
ads as specified at the end of the ad. 

•- To leave a voice-mail message ($1 .79/ 
min.), use touchtone phone to call 1-900- 
454-0101. Punch 1 & 5-digit NLA/ # or NL 
Voice # to respond to that ad — or punch 2 to 
listen to people’s voice-mail messages. 

(J73) 871-7610 (Tuesays 9-5 only) 


Ad should read 


Please also run ad in (no extra money): □ Outlines 

FREE voice-mail number (phone responses only)! 


□ Nightlines □ En La Vida 

□ / Do NOT want voice box # 


PERSON- 
ALS for 
ONE-ON- 
ONE 
MATCH- 
ES. 

Classified 

rates ($10 
for 1 

month, 3 
months 
$27). 


CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION — 
MUST BE FILLED OUT! 


Name: . 


Address: . 


City/State/Zip: 
Phone: 


Signature: _ 


Cost of the ad: 


1st 20 words, 2 months 

FREE 

Additional words 250 ea. 

$ 

MailBox # ($6 per month) 

$ 

Use own PO/BeeperA/M/e-mail, $5 

$ 

Total Amount Enclosed: 

$ 

Send to: BLACKIines/Outlines, 

1115 W. 

Belmont, Suite 2-D, Chicago, IL 60657 


Something wonderful, 
attractive, single, sexy, 
intelligent 36 yrs old, 

128#, Black American 
female. Very down to 
earth. Enjoys movies, 
plays, concerts, all music, 
fine dining, stimulating con- 
versation, long walks, etc. 
ISO single, attractive , thin, 
female over 5’, with similar 
qualities. Age and race 
unimportant. Page (312) 
562-0353 (7) 

GWPF feminine n/x 
extremely fun, energetic, 
physically fit, intelligent and 
very romantic with interest 
too abundant to list. ISO 
same kidd of adrenaline 
junkie who thinks she can 
keep up! Open/honest 
communication a must. 

Lets live out loud and 
attack life together! Voice 
52842 (7) 

Cute soft stud, earthy, 
spontneous and caring. 
Seeks an extremely femi- 
nine woman preferably 
with short hair, 40-60 yrs. 
Must be energetic and 
open-minded. Non smoker 
, no drugs, no bis. Beeper 
773 226-2108 (7) 

GBF 40+ professional, 
playful, serious, about suc- 
cess and in search of more 
out of life — would love to 
share a stress free, fun 


filled summer with 
employed, self assured, 
drug and disease free spir- 
its). No bisexuals, gay 
experienced preferred. If 
you are 35-50 years young 
and want to live in the pre- 
sent and enjoy each 
moment to the fullest, do 
not hesitate write or e-mail 
me at 

aol.com.LOKN4LUVl 

(7) 

Sexy, passionate femme 

who is new to the life. ISO 
studs who are 24 and up 
who are willing to show me 
the ropes. I can be reached 

at (773) 201-8389. 1 will 
respond to all calls. (5/19) 

Don’t get us wrong, we 
love our child.. .But are u 
tired of entertaining your 
kids? Guess what? We are 
too... Wanted: sisters with 
children for picnics, ball 
games and gettogethers. 
Please call us. We need 
friends who can relate. 
Siqned, Stuck at Home 
with Kids (312) 696- 
6784 (7) 

GWF, 29, intelligent, 
honest, attractive fit, laid- 
back, eclectic tastes, ISO 
intelligent, attractive GW 
28+ who demands honesty 
and integrity; values com- 
munication and intimacy 
and believes all relationship 


should foster happiness, 
sharing and growth. Let’s 
enjoy life, each other, and 
have fun. Voice52822 (6) 

Do you read books? 

Well, join us for refresh- 
ment and book discussions. 
Any book from Seuss to 
Warhol. Let’s get literate. 
Race, age or gender unim- 
portant, but female couples 
are a plus. Call (312) 
696-6784. (6) 

We are a female couple 
with a daughter. We are 
seeking other parents with 
children for social gather- 
ings. Race not important. 
Call (312) 696-6784 (6) 

Hey you! Yeah, I’m 
talking about you, 
sugar. If you’re a loving 
Black “dark complexion” 
soft stud who is age 37-49, 
over 5’1”, under 5’9”, slim 
to medium build, indepen- 
dent, intelligent, single, 
drug, alcohol and disease 
free; let’s talk. Oh, by the 
way, I’m an attractive, inde- 
pendent, intelligent, drug-, 
alcohol-, and smoke-free, 
5’1”, 188#, slightly past 
48 year old SBF. Why 
don’t you beep me? 773 
849-0915 (6) 

GHF single non-smoker, 
seeking special permanent 
relationship. Enjoy movies, 
dining out, dance, picnics, 


walks, quiet times, theatre, 
etc. etc. The affectionate 
and caring can write direct- 
ly to NL 216 (8/29) 

SBM 39 5 11” 200# 
seeks female Bi, clean, 
attractive, pretty feet: Race 
open, 20-50, 130 -600#. 
Voice 52809 (6) 

Former 

punkette/artista, now 

36, persnickety, routinized, 
lazy, anti-social, anti-con- 
sumerist crank (still kinda 
pretty) seeks empathetic 
perceiver: underlying 
logic/beauty residing biking 
distance/Lakeview. 

Physical preferences: fit, 
firm, no cat allergies. 
Curvaceousness A+. I’m 
5’8”, 151, buffed, vegetari- 
an. Interests: arts, bicycling, 
kayaking, moderate party- 
ing, health, consciousness. 
Voice 52818 (6) 

Mix & Match 

Swinging couples, single 
@ bi-curious females. Still 
searching four couple for 
erotic fun, you can stop 
looking now. You’ve 
thought about it, so let’s do 
it. Race open. Call for hot 
times . You will not be 
sorry e-mail 

Bud22257 16aol.com 

(6) 
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World 
View: 
World 
Wide Web 

by Andrew 
Davis 

Site-Seeing 

And without further ado, here are some 
sites of interest: KUMA 
(http : / / www. members . tripod . com / ~ Versai / 
title.htm) stands for Kissing Passionately, 
Undulating Hips, Mouthwatering, Aching 
Desire — and with a title like that, you know 
it's not about cooking. This site, devoted to 
black lesbian erotica, has pages like "Cherry's 
Games" and "The Steam Room," so what are 
you waiting for? 

BLAKOUT.NET 

(http://www.blackout.ee/) is a virtual city 
for black lesbians, gays, and transgendered 
people. The three main sections are Blakout 
Central, Northwest Blakout (which includes 
Chicago), and Northeast Blakout. After regis- 
tering, you can check out mailing lists, enter 
the Coffee Room, or respond to personals. 

For those who like to "swirl," there's the 
site devoted to the National Association of 



HISTORY from 29 

"The gay thing? I didn't really know 
what 'gay' meant back then. I wasn't 
attracted to girls, you know in a sexual 
way. I knew that I liked to 'mess' around 
with the boys and they liked to mess with 
me. So I did it. Right there on my block- 
one day I could be hiding in the basement 
with some boy and the next day he 
would be hanging on the corner with his 
pals and they would be calling me a sissy. 
That was confusing and it made me 
angry. I think my parents knew, because 
Jimmy used to sleep over a lot, but they 
never said anything. It was kind of like 
that Clinton policy — don't ask don't tell — 
except I never really felt like I was doing 
anything wrong It was natural for me. 
The most amazing thing my father ever 
said to me — and this was after I told 
them I was a homosexual — he said to me, 
'who you sleep with is your business, you 
are our child and we will always support 
you.' 

"I think in the long run the name call- 
ing made me stronger— sissy, faggot, nig- 
ger — I worked harder, held my head 
higher, became more determined. At 
some point the race thing and the homo- 
sexual thing kind of merged together for 
me. I was, I am a Black man who is a 


F.Y.I. 

Resources 


Black & White Men Together 
(http://www.nabwmt.com/). Find out 
about the group (although the name 
would seem to make its mission evident) 
and feel free to obtain information about 
chapters and upcoming events. 

Rainbow Flava (http://www.rain- 
bowflava.com) is a site devoted to the 
eponymous San Francisco-based group 
which is an element of the ever-expand- 
ing queer hip-hop scene. You can find 
out about its members, look at photos, 
and even download audio samples. A 
related site is called Hip-Hop Headz 
(http: / / www.la mane ha- 
video, com /pages/ hiphop.htm) and pro- 
vides an intriguing look at the link 
between the "b-boy style and the aggres- 
sive sexual energy of the queer world." 
There's also a mention of certain hip-hop 
artists who have been rumored (and 
ONLY rumored) to be gay. 

Lastly, BlackBusiness — Homepage 
Bottom 

(http://www.blackbusiness.com/ 
homebot.htm) is a comprehensive 
resource for African Americans involved 
in large and small business. Despite the 
provocative title, it's for people of all 
orientations. 

VTTVT 

Contact me at geminil@mvu.edu. 


homosexual — and the people who knew 
me best and who I worked with every 
day respected me for how I carried 
myself and my commitment to the move- 
ment. I didn't have to hide my homosex- 
uality, but I didn't wear it on my sleeve 
either. I think the turning point for me — 
as far as when I became actively involved 
with the civil rights movement here in 
Chicago, was when Emmett Till was 
killed in Mississippi." 

Charles Clifton currently is working on a 
book entitled, ' Another Country': Race, 
Culture and the Politics of 
AfroHomosexuality in Bronzeville, 1940- 
1972. Send your stories to Charles Clifton do 
of BLACKlines. He can also be reached via 
phone (773) 363-7170 or by e-mail 
cclifton@midway.uchicago.edu 

CHICAGO BLACK PRIDE 
CELEBRATION 

Chicago will host its first Black Pride 
Festival, "Independence '99," July 1-5. 
This weekend will be an annual gathering 
celebrating the Black Lesbian, Gay, Bi- 
affectionate and Transgender community 
in the Windy City. The theme is 
"Coming2GetherAsl." Call 773-288-2078 ; 
chicagoblackpride@yahoo.com or 
www.geocities.com / WestHollywood /Caf 
e/2381/. 


Predominantly 
Black Gay Clubs 


CLUB ESCAPE, M.W.D.1530 E. 75th St 773-667-6454 

CLUB INTA’S 308 W. Erie, Girls Night Thurs 312-664-6595 

CLUB INTIMUS (only Sat. 9p-3a) 

312 W. Randolph, W,D,V 312-901-1703 

GENERATOR 306 N.Halsted, D, MW 312-243-8889 

JEFFERY PUB 7041 S. Jeffrey. MW, D, 4 773-363-8555 

CLUBHOUSE AT CONVENT MW,D, 

1529 Armitage, MONDAYS 11p-4a 773-395-8660 

K.C. Productions at Cotton Club, Sundays 312-341-9787 

MENAGE 738 N. Clark, 2nd fir, MWS 312-932-9289 

THE RAILS AT PROP HOUSE, 1675 N. Elston, 

MW,D, TheRails@aol.com 708-802-1705 

THE VIX: A Jazz Supperclub, 2814 N. Halsted 
MW.D.R.GS 773-529-3999 

OTHER Clubs OF INTEREST 

BERLIN 954 Belmont, MW, V, 4, S 773-348-4975 

BIG CHICKS 5024 N. Sheridan,S/G,WM,11a-2a/3a Sa 773-728-5511 

BUDDIES’ REST7BAR 3301 Clark, MW, R 773-477-4066 

CHICAGO EAGLE, M,L, 5015 N. Clark 773-728-0050 

CLUB INTA’S 308 W. Erie. Women Thurs., Men Sun. ..312-664-6595 

CIRCUIT 3641 N. Halsted, Salsa, etc 773-325-2233 

FUSION 3631 N. Halsted, MW, V, D, E, 4 773-975-6622 

GIRLBAR, 2625 N. Halsted, W,D 773-871-4210 

LITTLE JIM’S 3501 N. Halsted, M, 4 773-871-6116 

MAN’S COUNTRY 5017 N. Clark, M, B 773-878-2069 

MOUNTAIN MOVING COFFEEHOUSE 312-409-0276 

ROSCOE’S 3354-6 N. Halsted, MW, D, V, E, Caf e773-28 1-3355 

SIDETRACK 3349 N. Halsted, M, V ,....773-477-9189 

SPIN, Halsted & Belmont, MW, D 773-327-7711 

TEMPTATIONS 10235 W. Grand, Franklin Park, W, D,V, E, 4, 
(5a Fri/Sat) 847-455-0008 


Resources 

AA/Newtown Alano Club 773-529-0321 

Active Proud Black Lesbians and Gays 773-493-3848 

Adodi African-American men 312-458-9584 

Affinity, creating a South Side community center 

P.O. Box 496002, Chicago, IL 60649 312-409-7609 

African American Womyn’s Alliance 773-731-0279 

A Real Read — African-American LesbigayTrans Performers 

www.uic.edu/orgs/arealread 312-409-2457 

BLACKlines, Lambda PubJOuTUNFS 


1115 W. Belmont, #2-D, 60657 (FAX773-871-7609) 773-871-7610 
Brother 2 Brother Chicago BR02BROCHI@ aol.com 
P.O. Box 496024. Chicago 60649 
BROTHERS C.A.N. (Community Awareness Network) 

Programming 773-752-7867 

Brothers United Together HIV+ men/Afnc Descent. ..773-752-7867 
Chicago Black Lesbians & Gays, 

P.O. Box 14811, Chicago, IL 60614-1181 312-409-4917 

Chicago Black Pride 773-288-2078 

chicagoblackpride@yahoo.com 

Lakeside Pride Freedom Band 773-381-6693 

Church of the Open Door FAX (773) 778-0178 ..773-778-3030 
Black lesbigay/trans/heterosexual Church, 5954 S. Albany 
The Committee, 2300 N. Clyboum, #32, 60614 773-235-0295 
GAMBA: Discussion for men of African Descent ..773-752-7867 
Greater Chicago Committee, P.O. Box 146642, 60614-6642 
Healthline 312-661-9153, prevent.773-674-0429 312-670-9660 
Harambe Jahard Suburban Afric.-Amer. Bi/GayMen 708-445-2584 


Horizons Community Services 773-929-HELP 

Howard Brown Health Center 773-388-1600 

Imani Umoja, Chicago Afric.-Amer Bi/Gay men.. ..773-907-8993 

Last House on the Block G&L in recovery 773-373-0024 

Lesbian Co/nmunity Cancer Project 773-561-4662 

Les Femmes Amies 312-232-0787 

Men of All Colors Together/Chlcago.PO Box 

408922, 60640-8922 312-409-6916 

Minority Outreach Intervention Pro), FAX 312-986-0928 

1255 S. Wabash, Suite 2-S, 60605 312-986-0661 

National Black L&G Leadership Forum 202-483-6786 

Onyx/Chicago leather/men, 1340 Irving, #188, 60613 
PAC Social Club, PACSOCIALC@aol.com 

Phrasority parties for all lesbians and gays 312-409-6637 

Roseland Community Hospital 773-995-6469 

Stop AIDS/African American Program 

1718 E. 75th St., 60649 773-752-7867 

Test Positive Aware/Brothers United in Support ..773-404-8726 

Toussaintian Brothers of Illinois 847-625-7263 

TransGenesis trans support 312-839-5541 


United Faith Affinitas, Black L/G/Bi, 1448 E. 53rd .773-878-7839 
Women of All Colors Together 773-267-0976, (708) 869-9120 
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STATE OF ILLINOIS AIDS HIV & STD HOTLINE. TDD: 1-800-782-0423 
CITY OF CHICAGO, RICHARD M. DALEY, MAYOR 


Latex condoms with water-based lubricants help stop the spread of STD 
(Sexually Transmitted Diseases) including HIV, the virus that causes AIDS 


Call your nearby Chicago Department of Public Health Clinic about 


featuring Grammy Award Winner 
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